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Easter Night 


By Grace Robinson 


HE day is far spent; at hand the 
night, 
Our hearts are burdened with woe and 
fright. 
Where in the darkness shall we find 
light? 


Our feet are wearied with many a mile. 

O traveling Stranger, tarry awhile, 

There is hope in Thy word and peace in 
Thy smile. 


Our meal is simple. O Man, the bread 

Broken by Thy hand, recalls one dead, 

And the wine poured out—blood that 
was shed. 


What do we see? There’s a wound in 
His side, 

His hands are pierced like One who has 
died! 

Surely this Man-has been crucified! 


O Christ, can it be from the grave Thou 
art freed, 

Living for us in our dark hour of need? 

Our Lord and our God, Thou art risen 
indeed! 


Clouds 


Sunrises and sunsets are made more 
beautiful by clouds. There may be great 
banks of white cumulus, clouds, like 
mountains and castles, tinted with rose 
and gold; there may be dark islands in 





. 19:9; 24:15-18). 





a bright, celestial sea, with imaginary 
ships afloat here and there; or a mack- 
erel sky, touched with silver; or lower- 
ing thunderheads shot through with red 
and gold shafts of light. Clouds are 
prominent in Scripture and often asso- 
ciated with the glory of God. He painted 
the rainbow on a tremendous cloud 
canyas as a symbol of His compassion 
and faithfulness (Gen. 9:13), and still 
today it glistens in the rain, the clouds, 
and the mist around waterfalls. The 
miraculous pillar of cloud made a sepa- 
ration between the Egyptians and Israel- 
ites, being darkness to the one and light 
to the other, and led Israel safely through 


the wilderness (Exod. 14:20; Num. 9:19).: 


When Moses and: Aaron were at their 
wits’ end because of Israel’s murmur- 
ing, “The glory of the Lord appeared in 
a oloud” (Exod, 16:10); and Moses went 
up into the cloud to receive the Law 
and the pattern of the Tabernacle (Exod. 
Clouds and rain are so 
common that we forget their miraculous 
character. “Dost thou. know the bal- 
ancings of the clouds, the wondrous 
works of him which is perfect in knowl- 
edge?” (Job 37:16.) “He bindeth up the 
waters in his thick clouds; and the cloud 
is not rent under them” (Job 26:8). “By 
his knowledge the depths are broken up 





and the clouds drop down the dew” 
(Prov. 3:20). When the Lord Jesus as- 
cended after His resurrection, “He was 
takerf up; and a cloud received him out 
of their sight” (Acts 1:9); and at His 
second coming, “Then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall / 
we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. ° 
4:17). Those who travel by plane know 
what it is to fly up through a ceiling of 
clouds and come out on a vast, white 
plateau, like an Arctic waste of snow 
and ice, where the sun shines from the 
blue dome without interference. It gives 
one a strange sense of quietness and 
peace to be thus shut off from the earth 
and a few thousand feet nearer Heaven. 
When we stand speechless in admiration 
of the splendor of a glorious sunset, 
and we see the exquisite handiwork of 
the divine Artist, let us remember that 
He can touch the clouds of life with 
Heaven’s gold and silver. His grace, 
power, and wisdom often shine brighter 
against the dark background of trials, 
if we trust Him and scan them in the 
light of His Word. Said William Cowper: 
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 


Hindered 


By Jack Manley 


invitation had been given to a young 

Christian who had grown careless in 
his spiritual life. He had promised to 
do his best to be present at the Sunday 
services. Now Sunday had come and 
gone and he had failed to appear. When 
we saw him later and expressed our 
disappointment at his not having been 
with us on the Lord’s Day he readily ex- 
plained matters: circumstances had 


I HAD happened again. An earnest 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“When I fall, f shall arise; when 
I sit in darkness, the Lord shall 
be a light unte me” (Mic. 7:8b). 




















combined in such a way as to make it 
quite impossible for him to be out. His 
absence was justified, but we were left 
with an inquiry in our minds: “Why 
do these things happen? Who or what 
is hindering? Can it be that the Devil 
is behind al] this?” 

We turn to the Word of God. Paul 
the apostle tells us on more than one 
occasion that he was hindered from do- 
ing something he very much desired to 
do. And the question comes, How was 
he hindered? In 1 Thessalonians 2:18 he 
says clearly, “We would ‘have come unto 
you, even I Paul, once and again; but 
Satan hindered us.” Then, more than 
once, it was Satan who hindered Paul. 


Well may we wonder at this when we 
think of Paul’s evident walk in the 
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Spirit and his careful obedience to the will 
of God. In 2 Corinthians 1:17 he writes, 
“The things that I purpose, do I purpose 
according to the flesh, that with me 
there should be yea yea, or nay nay?” 
And later in the same Letter; “Where- 
* fore we labour, that, whether present or 
absent, we may be accepted of him” 
(5:9). Paul bids us be followers of him 
(1 Cor, 4:16; 11:1; Phil. 3:17). If such a 
men could be, and was, hindered by the 
Devil in the things that God would have 
him do, how much more they who are 
ofttimes satisfied to live on a lower spir- 
itual plane? 

“Satan hindered us.” It is something 
real, summed up in a brief phrase out 
of the New Testament. Now we find 
another: “Neither give place to the 
devil” (Eph. 4:27). In the case we have 
cited above it seemed certain that the 
young man was giving place to the Devil 
in his life, and the Devil was taking 
advantage of this to hinder him in any 
attempt to do the will of God. If, as 
we have seen, the Devil was able to 
hinder one who did not give place to 
him, what will he succeed in doing 
where there is yielding place to him in 
the life? . 


(2) 





There is an old fable about an Arab ° 


who was traveling across the desert 
with his camel. One cold night as he 
lay in his tent he heard the voice of 
the camel from without. The animal 
was cold and wished to come in to share 
the warmth of the tent with his master. 
“Not so,” said the Arab, “there is not 
room here for the two of us.” The camel 
then requested that he might be allowed 
to put but the tip of his nose inside the 
tent as it was very cold. Relenting a 
little, the Arab gave permission for this, 
but the head soon followed the nose 
and the body followed the head.. Soon 
"the poor Arab was shivering outside in 
the cold night while his camel was in 
sole possession of the warm she'!ter. 

It is in somewhat this fashion that 
the Devil works. He does not demand 
very much in the beginning. A little 
concession will do; a small conformity 
to the world; a little carelessness in the 
things of God; putting self first part of 
the time. But things do not remain on 
this footing. Having won for himself. a 
place, having found a weak spot in our 
armor, he presses home his advantage 
and soon we are hindered all along the 
line of Christian’ experience. It is a 
tragedy if the victim does not realize 
who is hindering and puts it down to 
hard luck or peculiar circumstances and 
uses the old familiar exeuses: “Too 
tired,” “Too busy,” “Didn’t feel well 
enough,” “Something turned up.” 

We need to get a big WHY ihto our 
vocabulary and find out just what is 
hindering us as Christians. Is it just a 


series of unfortunate coincidences, or are 
we victims of a master-plan put into 
action against us by the enemy of our 
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souls and to whom we have been yield- 
ing place in little ways? 

We find another short New Testament 
phrase to cheer us at this point. “Resist 
the devil,” and along with it the assur- 
ance, “and he will flee from you” (Jas. 
4:7). Here is good news for the Chris- 
tian who finds himself hindered and 
harassed. If honest heart-searching has 
showed that the Devil’ has taken ground 
that was almost unconsciously yielded 
to him, there need be no despair. Those 
chinks in our armor may be mended; 
those breaches in the wall may be sealed 
against the enemy; and the enemy him- 
self may be completely routed and the 
banner of Christ raised victoriously 
above the citadel of Mansoul. 

This is only possible through the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the great Captain of our 
salvation. Of Him it is written, “That 
through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, 
the devil; and deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:14, 16). In 
the days of His flesh Jesus: said, “The 
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prince of this world cometh, and hath 
nothing in me” (John 14:30). How true 
—there was no chink in His armor, no 
place where the Devil could get in, no 
yielding to temptation. Then through 
death He defeated the Devil and offers 
us victory over him in every battle. 
Has your Christian life been unsatis- 
factory? Is there a lack? Have you 
been experiencing defeat instead of vic- 
tory? Has it sometimes seemed that it 
were better to give up than to go on like 
this? Look into your life and see if per- 
haps you have been giving place to the 
Devil, and it is he who is causing all 
this. Then dare to resist him in the 
mighty name of the all-conquering Lord 
Jesus. “Take unto you the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to with- 
stand in the evi] day, and having done 
[overcome] all, to stand” (Eph. 6:13). 
“Satan hindered us.” Be watchful of 
the foe. 
“Neither give place to the devil.” 
watchful of self. 
“Resist the devil.” 
Jesus. 


Be 


Looking unto 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Once Saved, Always Saved 


Recently I have been hearing a good 
bit about the doctrine of eternal secur- 
ity. Is it true that even though one 
backslides and goes out into open sin, 
he cannot be lost if he was once saved? 
They maintain that the backshider is 
out of fellowship with God, but still 
in the family of God; and if he dies 
in this state he will go to Heaven, but 
will not share in the rewards. Would 
you give your opinion on this theory 
in “Notes on Open Letters’?—A Penn- 
sylvania reader. 

THe Sunpay ScHoot Times has for 
many years held the position that the 
Scripture teaches that one who is genu- 
inely saved cannot be lost. It has at 
times been severely criticized for hold- 
ing this doctrine, because, say the critics, 
if it is taught, some will profess to be 
saved and yet do anything they please. 
But because a doctrine is distorted by in- 
sincere, careless professors, is not a rea- 
son for rejecting it. The important ques- 
tion is, “For what saith the scripture?” 
(Rom, 4:3.) , 


The Lord Jesus said, “My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me: and I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand. My Father, which gave them me, 
is greater than all; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father’s hand” 
(John 10:27-29). To say that a man is 
able to take himself out of the hands of 
the Lord Jesus. Christ and God, the 
Father, is merely quibbling about words. 
At another time the Lord Jesus said, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him 





that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shal] not come into condemnation; but 
is passed from death unto life” (John 
5:24). Note the use of the present tense: 
“hath everlasting life,” that is, has it 
now. 

There is also the logical argument that 
“eternal” meanss«Wwithout end; and if a 
saved person actually has eternal life 
(as Christ says he has), then it will not 
come to an end. 

The Apostle Paul anticipates the ar- 
guments of those who might want to 
play fast and loose with this great doc- 
trine. He says, “What shall wé say then? 
Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound? God forbid. How shall we that 
are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” 
(Rom. 6:1, 2.) If a saved man persists 
in sin he is indeed out of fellowship 
with God, and God may have to deal 
very severely with him in chastening, 
even to taking away his life (see 1 Cor. 
11:30). 

One of the best tracts on the subject 
is “Safety, Certainty and Enjoyment,” 
by George Cutting. (Good News Pub- 
lishers, 411 S. Wells St., Chicago 7; 35 
cents a dozen.) 

In the chapter on “Assurance,” in 
the book entitled “Holiness—Its Nature, 
Hindrances, Difficulties, and Roots,” by 
J. C. Ryle, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J., $4.50), is much helpful 
material. The following extracts are from 
Bishop Ryle’s book (reviewed in the 
Times of December 24, 1955): 

“In matters like these, the first ques- 
tion is this—What saith the Scripture? 
I answer that question without the least 
hesitation. The Word of God appears to 


(Continued on page 238) 
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An International Christian Fellowship Meeting 


When Chinese officers gathered with those 
familiar with their own country 


CHRISTMAS service of unusual 
A interest took place at the spacious 

old homestead of the Misses Lea- 
man, in Lancaster County, Pa. In addi- 
tion to Miss Mary Leaman, known as 
“China Mary,” her sister Lucy, ard a 
cousin (also Mary Leaman), here resides 
a Chinese lady, Miss Christiana Tsai, 
now well known around the world as 
the “Queen of the Dark Chamber,” that 
being the title of a fascinating book 
giving her autobiography. For more 
than twenty years she has been a pris- 
oner in a darkened room, but from her 
radiant life there shines the glow of 
heavenly joy and “the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding.” 

It was “China Mary,” daughter of a 
missionary in China, who translated the 
whole Bible from the most difficult Chi- 
nese characters into an eaSy reading 
phonetic system which makes it possible 
for millions to learn to read it in eight 
weeks. She met and came to know and 
love this young girl, Christiana Tsai, 
born in a home of great wealth and cul- 
ture, yet spiritually hungry for the sat- 
isfaction of soul] that the world can never 
give. 

A Continuing Ministry to Chinese 


When in 1949 Communism’s threat 
compelled the withdrawal of mission- 
aries from China, and “China Mary” re- 
turned to America, Christiana, now a 
helpless invalid after some years of 
strenuous activity in preaching Christ to 
her own people, accompanied her back 
to her ancestral home. 

But these two missionaries never 
ceased their ministry of witnessing for 
Christ to the farthest flung mission field 
or the neighbor next door. Particularly 
did Christiana endeavor to reach her 
own countrymen in the land of her 
adoption.. From time to time groups of 
Chinese students, studying in American 
universities, have visited the home, and 
many have found the unspeakable joy 
of knowing Christ as their own Saviour 
and Lord. 

Recently four Chinese Nationalist of- 
ficers from Free China visited them, 
These were’a part of certain groups of 
young officers sent by Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek for special training at 
the Ordance School, Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, Md. Two of the officers were 
Christians, two were not. But led by 
these women who know how to teach 
and make real the precious Word of 
God, four Christians now returned to 
the Proving Grounds. About the same 
time came a letter from some Chinese 
officers who had made the same kind of 


Miss LeFevre is better known to 
many by her pen name, Zenobia 
Bird, under which she has published 
several Christian novels. She was 
in the Editorial Department of The 
Sunday School Times for about thirty 
years, during a large part of which 
she was Correspondence Editor, and 
retired in 1945. In this present story 
of several happy gatherings she 
writes as an eyewitness and knows 
well the Christian ladies who 
opened their spacious home to the 
foreign guests. The autobiography 
of Miss Christiana Tsai _ entitled 
“Queen of the Dark Chamber,” and 
told to Miss Ellen L. Drummond, 
was published by the Moody Press, 
Chicago 10, and may be ordered at 
$2.50, plus 15 cents postage, from the 
Times Book Service, 1800 Arch St., 
Philadelphia 3. 








visit and been. returned to Formosa. 
They wrote of their joy in the study of 
the Old Testament, and that some of 
them had enrolled for Bible study in the 


"Moody Bible Institute Correspondence 


Course. 

Then came a challenge and oppor- 
tunity. The four officers, who had re- 
cently returned to the Ordnance School, 
asked if they might come back again 
—perhaps on Christmas Day—bringing 
thirty other young Chinese soldiers, all 
of them colonels, lieutenant-colonels, 


majors, captains, or lieutenants. After 
thought and much prayer, the invitation 





Some of the 36 high-ranking Chinese officers listening to Miss Leaman's explanation of the 
love of God in her parlor on Chinese Mew Year Day, February 12, 1956. 


By LAURA Z. LeFEVRE - 


was extended for Christmas Day, only 
to find that “Uncle Sam” had other plans 
for entertaining these honored guests 
for all of Christmas week. Couldn't they 
come at some earlier date, on a Sunday 
afternoon? These courageous women 
were not daunted. The Christmas party 
was moved up to December 11. Also in- 
vited weré a number of Christian friends 
from near and far, many of them one- 
time missionaries returned from China, 
and some occupying places of responsi- 
bility in different missionary organiza- 
tions, men and women who knew and 
loved the Lord and who knew how to 
pray for others. 


Many Decisions for Christ 


About three o’clock the busload of 
special guests arrived, al] officers in full 
dress uniform. With grave but friendly 
courtesy they filed through the rooms 
almost full of standing guests waiting 
to welcome them, and entered the dimly 
lighted room of Christiana Tsai. Here, 
sitting up in bed, she talked with them 
as a sister might, telling in Chinese the 
story of her own conversion from an 
ardent Buddhist to a happy believer in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. She asked how 
many of them knew the Lord Jesus as 
their own personal Saviour. Only about 
five or six. But at the close of her seven 
minutes’ memorable talk that afternoon, 
when the question was asked, How 
many are willing to make their decision 
to study God’s Word, believe in Jesus 
as Saviour, and also teach their boys 
to follow Him? many hands were raised. 
The prayers of many American friends 
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will follow these men as they returned 
to Formosa in January. 

The Chinese guests filed out of the in- 
valid’s room and soon were s@ated in 
the very large parlor, where a beautiful 
Christmas program was conducted. There 
were prayers, Scripture reading of the 
Christmas story both in English and in 
Chinese, ahd the singing of hymns from 
specially prepared song sheets. After 
a few brief messages, the principal 
speaker of the afternoon, Congressman 
Paul B. Dague from Washington, D. C., 
spoke as a representative of the United 
States Government. He expressed our 
people’s warm understanding and sym- 
pathy with the Nationalist cause, and the 
respect our country has for their Gen- 
eralissimo Chiang Kai-shek. 

Of special interest was a heart-to-heart 
talk in Chinese from “China Mary” to 
those who had come from the land she 
has loved through many years. With her 
soft voice. and glowing face, she held 
with rapt attention not only the special 
guests, but those who understood not 
a word, but who realized that the Lord 
Himself was present and He was speak- 
ing to hungry hearts. Notable also for 
its moving power was the long prayer 
in Chinese from the veteran’ mission- 
ary, Dr. Charles Ernest Scott, father of 
the martyred young missionary, Betty 
Scott Stam, who with her husband was 
beheaded by Communists over twenty 
years ago. 

At the close of the afternoon meeting 
a sumptuous Christmas dinner, with 
roast turkey and all that accompanies it, 
was served buffet style. This was largely 
made possible through the kind helpful- 
ness of neighbors and friends who do- 
nated as well as cooked and served an 
abundance of delicious food, ending with 
a Variety of cakes and ice cream. It 
was a time of happy fellowship in the 
mingling of Chinese and Americans, the 
guests numbering some one hundred and 
fifteen persons. There were present sev- 
eral Chinese students and professional 
men and women. - Many of them sat 
beside the officers and conversed with 
them freely about Christ and His won- 
derful salvation. One retired pastor re- 
ported, “Christiana, I was talking to an 
officer, and he said, ‘When I entered this 
house I was not a Christian, but now I 
am a Christian.”” They rejoiced, and 
praised the Lord who worked won- 
drously that day. 

A fitting ending to the day was the 
presentation to each officer of a beau- 
tiful gift package containing, among 
other things, two small books and a 
Gospel of John in English and one in 
Chinese. A representative of the Chris- 
tian Business Men’s Committee presented 
each of the men with a Gideon New 
Testament, such as is given to the serv- 
icemen of the United States. These were 
graciously acknowledged by the Chinese 
major-on behalf of his men. A surprise 
feature was the gift of Christiana’s book, 
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“Queen of the Dark Chamber,” either in 
the English or in the newly’ published 
Chinese edition. These were a gift from 
a Christian businessman and his wife. | 

The entire afternoon and evening, 
planned and conducted in an atmosphere 
of prayer and Christian friendliness, was 
blessed with a. sense of God’s presence, 
and the happy, beaming faces of the 
Chinese guests bespoke their apprecia- 
tion of a not-to-be-forgotten day. 

Other groups since then, hearing of 
the blessedness of that visit, have plan- 
ned to come, the Lord sometimes work- 
ing almost a miracle in the matter of 
transportation. In the middle of Janu- 
ary a busload of Chinese officers came, 
and again on February 12, which is the 
Chinese New Year Day, a large group 
came and a third but smaller group ten 
days later. In all, some sixty-five Chi- 
nese officers in that home of “China 
Mary” and Christiana Tsai have made 
clear decisions to accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. Some requested 
almost at once to be enrolled in the 
Moody Bible Correspondence Course. 

One colonel of high rank, chief in- 
structor in a military school in Taiwan 
(or Formosa), with two thousand sol- 
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diers under him, said that at first he 
could not see the difference in the dif- 
ferent religions, or the necessity of con- 
fessing the Lord before others. But he 
has now promised to tell his soldiers 
about the Lord Jesus and His saving 
power, and he wants to be baptized 
when he returns to Taiwan, 

Another wrote: “I never before rec- 
ognized my wrong, but thought myself 
a perfect man. Now, the light shines in. 
I am a sinner, too, and I decide to be 
baptized in Formosa.” 

One of the earlier visitors writes: “I 
was so thrilled to study the Old Testa- 
ment, and could not put it down. I 
received a grade of 90 from Moody for 
the first lesson.” 

Prayer partners in widely separated 
areas are giving thanks to the Lord for 
His mighty working, and intercession 
is earnestly asked that God wil] Himself 
watch over the seed that He has sown 
in the hearts of these men who have 
now come to know Him. Also, may the 
writer request prayer for the strength 
and guidance of these noble women, so 
frail of body but so mighty in the Holy 
Spirit’s power. 

LANCASTER, Pa. 


Vi. What Happens When a Christian Sins? 


How the believer may avoid sin 


T HAS been stated that confession to 

God implies, necessarily, the desire 
to abandon the sin confessed, and to 
avoid it in the future. However, many 
Christians run into difficulty just at this 
point. They find themselves slaves to 
their sinful nature, and unable to break 
its hold upon them. They miserably re- 
peat, again and again, the same old sins. 
Is there no remedy for this situation? 

Yes, thank God, there is, although it 
is far too little understood or practiced. 
It is obvious that “an ounce of preven- 
tion is worth a pound of cure,” as the 
old adage has it. But few Christians 
know the means of prevention of sin. 
Even the Apostle Paul, at the begin- 
ning of his Christian experience, went 
through a time of helpless and hopeless 
struggle against his sinful nature. He 
describes this unequal struggle in Ro- 
mans 7:14-23. What sincere Christian 
has not gone through a similar experi- 
ence? The difficulty was that Paul was 
trying to obtain the victory over his sin- 
ful nature by his own efforts. The pas- 
sage is full of “I” and “me.” He finally 
gave up the struggle in despair, and that 
was the prelude to victory, when he 
realized that he could not help himself, 
but that he must rely on someone out- 
side himself. 

He then cries out, in verse 24, “Who 
shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?” The inspired gnswer is given 
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him at once, and he exults, “I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (v. 
25). He then goes on, in chapter 8, to 
show that it is the “law [or principle] 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” that 
made him, and makes us “free from the 
law for principle] of sin and death” 
(v. 2). The eighth chapter of Romans 
is full of references to the Holy Spirit, 
just as Romans 7:14-23 is full of allu- 
sions to self. Only by the power of the 
Holy Spirit is victory over sin and the 
sin nature possible in the life of the 
Christian. 
However, the Holy Spirit never works 
Separately from Jesus Christ. Romans 
8:2 speaks of the “law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus.”, And, in Romans 
6, is revealed in detail the great secret 
of victory over “sin,” i.e., the sinful 
nature. It is in the fact that Christ died, 
not merely for our sins, but also for 
our sinful nature (v. 10), which is also 
confirmed in Romans 8:3, where we read 
that God “condemned sin [the nature] 
in the flesh” through the death of 
Christ. Even more remarkable is the 
fact, emphasized in Romans 6:3-6, that 
the believer has been crucified with 
Christ, and has died, been buried, and 
resurrected with Him. These facts may 
be incomprehensible, but they must be 
believed, or there will be no victory. 
The practical means for obtaining vic- 
tory over temptation and the power of 
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our sinful nature is expressed in Romans 
6:11-13.‘ There are three points, cor- 
responding to the three verses: 

First, “Likewise reckon ye also your- 
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” In other words, believe what 
God says—that you have died with, 
Christ, and that you are Consequently 
dead, as far as the sin nature is con- 
cerned. The sin nature is not dead, far 
from it. You died. But you also rose 
again, with Christ, in order that you 
“should walk in newness of life” (v. 
4), ie., resurrection life, Christ’s life. 
This first step is then an act of faith, 
taking God at His word, believing some- 
thing incomprehensible, and seemingly 
impossible. However, our union with 
Christ in His death and resurrection is 
a truth frequently repeated by Paul, for 
example, in Galatians 2:20; 5:24; 6:14; 
Philippians 3:10, 11; Colossians 2:11, 12. 
We must believe it, and act upon it, 

Secondly, in Romans 6:12 we read, “Let 
not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof.” This implies an act of the will 
—a choice. Someone has said that in 
every heart there is a cross and a throne, 
When self is on the throne, Christ is 
on the cross, and vice versa. To use 
strictly Biblica] language, we note from 
Romans 5:21 that it is possible for sin to 
reign, and in Romans 6:12 we are ex- 
horted not to let sin reign in our bodies. 

If sin is not to reign, who or what 
should reign? The natural answer 
would seem to be, “Christ.” But the 
concordance shows that the only refer- 
ences to Christ’s reignimg are in con- 
nection with His future Kingdom. In 
Romans 5:21 the contrast is between sin 
and grace. One of these must reign in 
our mortal bodies. But obviously, grace 
can reign only through Jesus Christ. 
Grace came through Him (John 1:17), 
and the supreme manifestation of God’s 
grace was given at the cross, and is 
seen in its outworking, not only in our 
salvation, but also in our deliverance 
from the power of sin that would reign 
in our lives. 

Someone may ask, however, “How am 
I to prevent sin from reigning in my 
morta] body? It is all very well to say: 
‘Let not sin reign,’ but how can one 
stop it?” The answer is, of course, that 
we cannot, in our own strength or by 
our own efforts, prevent sin from reign- 
ing in our bodies. But we must at least 
make the decision that we do not want 
sin to reign. 

The third step in the path of victory is 
found in Romans 6:13, and gives the an- 
swer to the question, How do we pre- 
vent sin from reigning in us? The verse 
says: “Neither yield ye your members 
as instruments of unrighteousness unto 
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as 
those that are alive from the dead, and 
your members as instruments of right- 
eousness unto God.” We found first, in 
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verse 11, an act of faith—“reckon”; then, 
in verse 12, an act of the will—“let not”; 
and now, in verse 13, we are invited to 
execute an act of yielding. 

This is just the opposite of what we 
should have expected. One would natu- 
rally suppose that we would be asked 
to resist the sin nature. Not at all. To 
resist is simply to fix our attention all 
the more strongly on our temptations, 
and increase the chance of yielding to 
them! We are invited, or rather, or- 
dered, in verse 13, to yield, but not to 
yield to sin or the sin nature! The 
whole secret is in yielding to God. In 
other words, we must recognize, just as 
Paul did in Romans 7:24, that we cannot 
overcome temptation in our own strength. 
We must look for outside help, and, 
obviously, none but a person of the God- 
head can give that help. So we yield— 
not to sin, but to God. We must yield 
each member to Him as an instrument 
of righteousness—our hands, our feet, 
our heads—and, in particular, those 
members that are most involved in our 
favorite sins! There is a very practical 
side to this third exhortation. When 
we (and our members) are yielded to 
God, and are actively engaged in work- 
ing for Him, we (and they) cannot at 
the same time be engaged in serving our 
sinful nature, not if we are really serv- 
ing God. It is true that it is possible to 
preach the Gospel in the energy of the 
flesh, and from fleshly motives, such as 
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pride, or the love of money. But in that 
case, the Christian and his members are 
not really yielded to God, “as those that 
are alive from the dead.” 

When these three conditions of Ro- 
mans 6:11-13 have been complied with, 
then the wonderful promise of verse 14 
becomes a reality, “Sin shall not have 
dominion over you.” What a relief, for 
those of us who have, perhaps for years, 
groaned under the tyranny of the sinful 
nature! And all because we did not 
know that we could and should reckon 
ourselves to be -dead to that sinful 
nature, and alive for God; that we could 
refuse to let that nature»reign in us; 
and that we could yield ourselves and 
all our members, not to that accursed 
sinful nature, but to God, for His service. 

What a privilege we have to be alive 
now, when death and resurrection with 
Christ is a tremendous reality, rather 
than before the cross, when ChriSt had 
not yet died and risen again. That is 
the meaning of the last part of verse 14: 
“For ye are not under the law, but un- 
der grace” (see John 1:17). 

Now that we have examined somewhat 
this great and most practical question: 
“What happens when a Christian sins?” 
may God give us each such a horror of 
sin that we shall want to avoid it at all 
costs. And having that desire, may we 
use the God-appointed means to that 


~ end! 
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IV. Teacher Training With the Master Teacher 


How Christ dealt with doubt (Matt. 11:2-19) 


By CLARK S. BEARDSLEE, D.D. 


In earlier articles, Dr. Beardslee’s name was shown as Charles S. This 
was in error, and his daughter, Mrs. J. H. Kingsbury, writes the Trmes 
that it should read Dr. Clark S. Beardslee. 


OHN the Baptist. (a) Think of his 

ardent zeal, his moral vigor, his fine 
courage, his burdened, strenuous life, his 
multitudinous following. 

(b) Think of his formal work on 
Christ in baptism and introduction, and 
of his self-renunciation as the Master’s 
mission grew. 

(c) Think of his imprisonment, and 
life peril, and lone and long delay. 

(d) Think of his liability to look in- 
nocently for greater suddenness and 
brilliancy of outer majesty in the appear- 
ance and work of the Messiah than Jesus 
actually displayed. 

(e) Think of the strength and subtlety 
of temptation seizing on one’s darkest 
hour and weakest point; and of God's 
mysteries of Providence; ahd of the 
seeming primacy of wrong. 

(f) Think how his disciples might 
chafe under the humiliation of their 
lord; and that John may possibly have 
sent his followers to Christ for their 
sake, and not for his own. 

2. John’s inquiry, in substance, “Art 


thou, or some other one the Christ?” 
Compute the gravity of this questign. 
Let its urgency get full possession of 
your mind. In its answer John’s pres- 
tige would be shattered or confirmed. 
And it opened into all the meaning of 
Jewish, Messianic hope. It looked 
toward God. It involved the matter of 
heavenly revelation. It was a query 
searching out the way to ultimate truth. 
And for Christ Jesus, it was a challenge 
of His topmost worth, His inmost 
strength, His uttermost authority. Few 
graver questions could be framed. Do 
you suppose the disciples who brought 
the query understood its scope? Were 
they looking in the right direction for 
a reply? Did you ever study this mat- 
ter of questions? It is worth your 
thought. Many inquiries were flung up 
to Christ. Look them up. List their 
precise contents. Mark their actual aim. 
Then examine them again in the light 
of Christ’s replies. 

3. Christ’s answer. For reply Jesus 
wrought a rich variety of benefits for 
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men. In dispensing these benefactions 
He selected the blind, lame, leprous, 
deaf, dead, and poor—men from the 
ranks of the sick, the plagued, the de- 
moniacs. This, and only this, is Christ’s 
reply, except that He cautions against 
offense. This done, He sends the dis- 
ciples back to recite to John the things 
they saw. F . 

Now study this reply. It is Christ’s 
way, as teacher, of giving instruction on 
a vital theme to these inquiring men. 
Can you gather some hints on how to 
teach? . 

(a) The answer was manifold. Those 
miracles were numerous. Can you mas- 
‘ter this? Can you get form and content 
apart? The form was those miracles; 
these were plural, various. But how 
about the content? What did they all 
mean? t heart, was Christ Jesus’ an- 
swer simple or manifold? Did He 
proffer several themes; or did He’ prof- 
fer only one appeal, with several illus- 
trations? What would you say to this: 
He demonstrates humanity’s complete 
deliverance from woe? Or this: He 
manifests complete, omnipotent compas- 
sion for our broken lot? Which is the 
better summary? Just where lies their 
difference? And after all, was it any ade- 
quate reply to John’s inquiry? 

(b) The answer was not direct. It led 
a devious way, from Christ’s inner in- 
tent, through things external and mar- 
velous, through various definite deeds, 
through different and dissimilar wit- 
nesses, through oral, secondhand ac- 
counts; through John’s mental ponder- 
ings, to its final form in John’s 
conclusion. Now what do you say to 
this? “ Why could Christ not be more 
explicit and direct and precise? Why 
not answer, “Yes,” outright? But notice 
Christ’s way. What do you think was 
His teaching theory here? Which is the 
better, the wisest way; to dictate replies, 
or to draw them out? John would have 
to arrange, and study, and ponder, and 
interpret. Thus the real reply to John’s 
question would, in a very rea] sense, be 
John’s own work. Think of this. 

(c) The answer is conveyed by re- 
porters, Jesus did not go Himself. He 
held aloof, unheard and unseen by John. 
The inquirer had to trust to witnesses. 
The answer was secondhand. And then 
the report was*plural. It had a double 
tongue. ‘There were two to observe, two 
to estimate, two to give the recital. 
Doubtless their stories diverged. They 
would not see, or hear, or think, or talk 
in fullest precision alike. Look into this. 

‘It raises the whole question of the ac- 
curacy, honor, credibility, discrepancy, 
and persona] element of witnesses. Do 
you see just where this leads? And re- 
member, you are dealing with Christ. 
See what you judge His views about 
witnesses to be. 

(d) The answer cautions against of- 
fense. Both sides of this deserve: your 
thought—the side of John, and the side 
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of Christ. Think here. Christ is liable 
to give offense. This demands your eye. 
Watch Him with this in view right 
through His life. See how many times 
He fully expected and bravely proceeded 
to give offense. Recall the scene at Naz- 
areth. And John, with other men, is 
liable to take offense. Find illustrations, 
Study sharply the incident offered here. 
Can you find any irksome element in 
what the Saviour said or did? What 
was it that moved the Lord to voice 
that warning word? All He said and all 
He did was vestured with a beautiful 
grace. Why ‘then anticipate offense? 
Study into this. Find out what Christ 
Jesus was driving at. Read this whole 
chapter with this one thought in nrind. 
Study all He says of John—His edged 
inquiries, His glowing praise, His words 
of mystery, disclosing John's rare emi- 
nence, and the Jews’ abhorrence of His 
ways. Then study all the Master says 
about Himself, and about their disdain 
and spleen in the face of all His friendly 
grace. They voted the Baptist a de- 
moniac, and Jesus a glutton. They took 
stiff offense. Get into this. What is its 
drift? Read al] the chapter over. Weigh 
those pointed hints at poverty, and lep- 
rosy, and demon possession, and death, 
and disease, and need. And think. To 
whom is such talk musical? What are 
the inner implications of Christ’s grace? 
How is it bound to strike the whimsical 
and unpenitent and insincere? Clear and 
thorough thinking here is worth your 
while. This is no minor incident. 

4. Teaching hints. 

(a) See the Master work into lowliest 
lives the formal demonstration of His 
heavenliness, 

(b) See how He leaves inquirers to 
ponder on His ways. 

(c) See His supreme respect for man’s 
own judgment. He leaves His case to 
John. 

(d) See how He offers a section out 
of His familiar, everyday life as ample 
answer to an ultimate challenge of His 
mission. He gave nothing novel. Just 
what had been occurring every day was 
quite enough. Study John 10:25. 

(e) Think thus of human dullness; 
and of Christ’s patience. 

(f) See if you can formulate Christ’s 
philosophy in dealing with doubt. 

(To be continued) 


« 
Once Saved, Always Saved 


(Continued from second page) 


me to teach distinctly that a believer 
may arrive at an assured confidence 
with regard to his own saivation. 

“I lay it down fully and broadly, as 
God’s truth, that a true Christian, a con- 
verted man, may reach such a comfort- 
able degree of faith in Christ, that in 
general he shal] feel entirely confident 
as to the pardon and safety of his soul 
—shall seldom be troubled with doubts 
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—seldom be distracted with fears—sel- 
dom be distressed by anxious question- 
ings—and, in short, though vexed by 
many an inward conflict with sin, shall 
look forward to death without trembling, 
and to judgment without dismay. This, 
I say, is the doctrine of the Bible.” 

At this point Bishop Ryle has as a 
footnote is quotation from “Ruther- 
ford’s Triumph of Faith” (1645): “Full 
assurance that» Christ hath ‘delivered 
Paul from condemnation, ‘yea, so full 
and real as produceth thanksgiving and 
triumphing in Christ, may and doth con- 
sist with complaints and outcries of a 
wretched condition for the indwelling of 
the body of sin.” 

In another footnote he has this: “We 
do not vindicate every vain pretender 
to ‘the witness of. the spirit’; we are 
aware that there are those in whose pro- 
fessions of religion we can see nothing 
but their forwardness and confidence to 
recommend them. But let us not reject 
any doctrine of revelation through an 
over-anxious fear of consequences” 
(“Robinson’s Christian System”). 

After quoting a number of texts; 
Bishop Ryle writes: “But my answer, 
furthermore, to all who dislike the doc- 
trine of assurance, as bordering on pfe- 
sumption, is this:—It can hardly be pre- 
sumption to tread in the steps of Peter, 
and Paul,-of Job, and of John. They 
were all eminently humble and lowly 
minded men, if ever any were; and yet 
they all speak of their own state with 
an assured hope. Surely this should 
teach us that deep humility and strong 
assurance are perfectly compatible, and 
that there is not any necessary connec- 
tion between spiritual confidence and 
pride.” 

Bishop Ryle quotes this from Augus- 
tine: “To be assured of our salvation 
is no arrogant stoutness; it is our faith. 
It is no pride; it is devotion. It is no 
presumption; it is God’s promise.” 

Bishop Ryle admits that it is possible 
to be saved and yet not have assurance: 
“A person may have saving faith in 
Christ, and yet never enjoy an assured 
hope, such as the Apostle Paul enjoyed. 
To believe and have a glimmering hope 
of acceptance is one thing; to have ‘joy 
and peace’ in our believing, and abound 
in hope, is quite another. All God’s 
children have faith; not all have assur- 
ance. I think this ought never to be 
forgotten. . . . Faith, let us remember, 
is the root, and assurance is the flower. 
Doubtless you can never have the flower 
without the root; but it is no less cer- 
tain you may have the root and not the 
flower. 

“Faith is that poor trembling woman 
who came behind Jesus in the press, and 
touched the hem of His garment (Mark 
5:25). Assurance is Stephen standing 
calmly in the midst of his murderers, 
and saying, ‘I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God’ (Acts 7:56).” 
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Fifty Dollars—and Faith 
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How they built a Summer Vacation Bible Camp in the Canadian wild 


O SUMMER Vacation Bible Camps 

really pay? One middle-aged woman 
summed it all up when she said, “Oh! 
if there only had been a camp when I 
was young, then I might have found 
Christ and saved some of the years I 
have" wasted.” 

What do ten wonderful days at Bible 
Camp really mean to boys and girls 
today? It is an experience that leaves 
a lasting impression on young lives. In 
1913, the Rev. J. Lloyd Hunter saw the 
great need of reaching boys and girls 
in rural and isolated communities with 
the Gospel. Later he left his home in 
Minnesota to start a pioneer work in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. God has blessed 
this work in a wonderful way, and the 
Mission has grown, gradyally spreading 
into every province of our vast Domin- 
ion. There are now over seventy full- 
time workers and over two hundred and 
fifty teachers holding Vacation Bible 
Schools in rural areas across the coun- 
try.. Bible camps had been established 
in every province except British Colum- 
bia. The Mission Board had given the 
matter much prayer, so when a camp 
site was offered as a gift, it seemed to 
be a direct answer to prayer. 

That was the reason that Henry Unrau,’ 
superintendent of the Canadian Sunday 
School Mission in B. C., was following 
an old trapper’s trail along the north 
shore of Ness Lake, twenty-one miles 
northwest of Prince George, early in 
May, 1953. He waded through patches 
of late snow, climbed over fallen logs 
across his path, made his way down into 
deep coulees, and climbed back onto 
gravel ridges until at last he stood on 
the shore of the proposed camp site. In 
his mind, he could see happy boys and 
girls hiking over woodland trails, swim- 
ming in the clear water of the lake, or 
going back to their tents after an eve- 
ning on the beach around a glowing 
campfire. Could these things take place 
with only fifty dollars in the camp fund? 
Could he build a summer Bible Camp 
for boys-.and girls in this wilderness— 
no road, no cleared land, and only fifty 
dollars? Never! But fifty dollars, and 
faith in an omnipotent God who was 
able to supply every need—Yes, So work 
began. 

There was much to be done—land to 
be cleared, brush to be piled and burned, 
buildings to be erected, camp equipment 
and supplies to be acquired. In spite of 
the fact that the Canadian Sunday 
School Mission rwas able to pay its work- 
ers only fifteen dollars a month, pro- 
viding there was that much in the treas- 
ury at the end of the month, five lads 
from Prairie Bible Institute in Three 


By NELLIE R. CAMPBELL 


Hills, Alberta, willingly spent their sum- 
mer cutting, piling, and burning brush, 
erecting a large kitchen, and building 
tables and benches. 

As soon as work was actually started 
on the camp, Christian friends from all 
over the province rallied to the sup- 
port of the Mission. For lack of a road, 
al] building material and supplies had 
to be taken two miles up the lake in a 
barge, which the boys built from lumber 
donated by a Christian mill owner for 
that purpose. As if by magic, two camp 
ranges, heaters, tents, cots, mattresses, 
kitchen cupboards, sinks, flour bins, and 
dishes found their way to the camp. 

Nineteen thousand feet of lumber was 
donated, with the use of trucks to haul 
it from Prince George to the shore of 
Ness Lake, where it could be loaded 
onto the barge and taken to the camp 
site. One man even loated his planing 
mill on Saturday afternoons and on eve- 
nings to plane this lumber. 

Groups of young people sometimes 
came out from Prince George to help 
with the work around ‘camp, and these 
working bees usually ended with a pic- 
nic supper on the shore followed by 
songs and choruses and a time of Chris- 
tian fellowship around the Word of God. 

On the third of August, 1953, the first 
eight-day camp opened for boys and 
girls between the ages of nine and fif- 
teen. Very little advertising had been 
done, as at times it had seemed humanly 
impossible to have the camp ready by 
that date, but God again undertook and, 
on the third, the barge made several 
trips up the lake carrying laughing boys 
and girls for eight wonderful.days at 
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Five lads from Prairie Bible Institute who 
cleared the land and made the first cam 
sible: front row, left to right, Jack i 


Kenneth Shi James Utz; rear row, Jim 
Morris, Siete Mamteaen. oe 
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camp. How they loved sleeping in the 
big tents! There were ninety-nine young 
people at Bible Camp that month. 

With the opening of the Ness Lake 
Bible Camp, which is nondenomina- 
tional, the Canadian Sunday School Mis- 
sion now has a summer Bible camp in 
every province of the country. Child:en 
from all faiths are welcome. The work- 
ers are chosen from various Fundamen- 
tal Bible schools and colleges, where 

(Continued on page 247) 








The Christian Fellowship Party 


in Victoria and Vancouver, B. C. 


ISITS to two unusual and interest- 

ing Canadian cities will delight the 
members of the Christian Fellowship 
Cruise to Alaska this summer. The first 
will be the quaint city of Victoria, B. C., 
which is on Vancouver Island. The Fel- 
lowship party. will leave Seattle on the 
Canadian Pacific steamer Princess Elisa- 
beth on the morning of Wednesday, July 
11, and, after enjoying a view of the city 
of Seattle, Wash., from the water, will 
cruise across beautiful Puget Sound and 
Juan de Fuca Strait, arriving in Victo- 
ria, B. C., shortly before noon. Lunch- 
eon, dinner, and overnight accommoda- 
tions will be at the luxurious Empress 
Hotel, just a short walk from the Cana- 
dian Pacific dock. The hotel is sur- 
rounded by lovely gardens and is just 
a short distance from the Parliament 
Buildings, Victoria being the capital city 
of the province. The first afternoon at 
Victoria will be free for shopping and 
sightseeing on foot in what has often 
been called “the most English city in 
North America.” Visitors are always in- 
trigued by Victoria’s hanging baskets of 
flowers and trailing vines that adorn the 
electric. light standards throughout the 
town, and by the unusual system of 
watering these baskets each morning. 
After breakfast the following morning, 
the party will be taken by motorbus on 
a sightseeing tour of the city, including 
Craigdarroch, Dunsmuir Castle, Marine 
Drive, Beacon Hil] Park, and Butchart’s 
Garden. At this last stop, they will see 
the amazing transformation in flowers, 
shrubs, and trees—a veritable fairyland 
of exotic blooms—which has been made 
from an abandoned quarry by a flower- 
loving couple. Their home and the ex- 
tensive and lovely flower gardens have 
now been turned over to the City of 
Victoria and are-maintained by the city 
for the public to enjoy. 

The second Canadian city to be visited 
by the Christian Fellowship Tour this 
year will be the enterprising city of 
Vancouver located on the mainland. The 
party will arrive shortly after 5 p.m., 
July 12, by steamer from Victoria. After 
dinner at the modern Vancouver Hotel 
in the center of the city, they will trans. 


(Continued on page 247) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 2. APRIL 8. POWER FOR A WORLD MISSION 
ets 1 and 2; printed text, 1:6-8, 2:29-33 


Golden Text.—But ye shall receive 


wer, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 


Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.—Acts 1:8 


Tue KING JAMES VERSION 

Acts 1:6 When they therefore were come together, they 
asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel? 

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own 
power. 

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judza, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth. 


Chap, 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles 
and ‘wonders and signs, which God did by him in. the 
midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 

23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain: ‘ 

24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed thé pains 
of death: because it was not possible that he should be 
holden of it. 

25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord 
always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I 
should not be moved: 


26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was 
glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 


27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither 


; wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 


28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou 
shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. 

29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of 
the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and 
his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 

30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, 
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on 
his throne; 

31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of 
Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh 
did see‘ corruption. . 

32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are 
witnesses, 

33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
. By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

T IS appropriate that after going 
I through the Gospel According to St. 

Luke, we should begin a study of the 
Acts of the Apostles, for this is really 
a sequel to the Gospel, and written by 
the same man, Luke. The Gospel fin- 
ishes with the ascension of Christ, while 
this second volume makes the Ascension 
the starting point. Some are of the opin- 
ion that it was Luke’s purpose to write 
a third volume, gathering this from the 
abrupt ending of the Acts. These two 


. volumes which we have from the pen 


of Luke were both written to the same 
person, Theophilus. We do not know 
who this man was. The opinion has been 
expressed that he may have been Luke’s 
master, who released him to accompany 
Paul. It was not uncommon in those 
days for a doctor to belong to the slave 
class. Other$ have suggested that The- 
ophilus was rather a sponsor of Luke, 
while yet others regard him as a friend 
who was young irf the faith, and for 
whose spiritual welfare Luke was deeply 
concerned. 

It will be seen that in the first twelve 
chapters of the Book, Peter is the promi- 
nent personage, but from there on Paul 


b b b 5 4 
occupies the limelight. Both men, how- 
ever, give Christ the pre-eminence. 

The Book is really a commentary on 
1:8, and indicates how rapidly the Gos- 
pel spread to the very heart of the Ro- 
man Empire in the hands of Spirit-filled, 
Spirit-empowered men. It therefore be- 
comes a pattern, which, if followed, will 
see rapid increase of the Gospel through- 
out the world. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 1:6.—“. . . Lord, wilt thou at this 
time restore again the kingdom to Is- 
rael?” The Messianic hopes of the dis- 
ciples were restored, stronger than ever, 
by. the resurrection of Jesus, but they 
were still misinformed hopes. 

Verse 7.—“. . . It is not for you to know 

. the Father hath put in his own 
power.” Jesus did not deny a restora- 
tion of the kingdom to Israel, but indi- 
cated that “times or the seasons” were 
part of the secret of God, into which we 
were not to pry curiously. 

Verse 8.—“But ye shall reteive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye. shall be witnesses . . . unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.” In the 
place of a misdirected curiosity, Jesus 
gave them a world-wide commission, 
with the promise of adequate power to 
perform it. Notice the difference be- 


tween power in verse 7 (authority) and 


power here (dynamic strength). 


Chap. 2:22.—“. . _ Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man approved of God .. .” Between 1:8 
and 2:22 we have the story of the Ascen- 
sion, the waiting in the upper room, the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, and Peter’s 
explanation of the remarkable phenom- 
ena. Now he begins his Christological 
testimony. His starting point is “Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man.” At the end of his 
address he presents Him as “both Lord 
and Christ” (v. 36). 


Verse 23.—“Him, being delivered by 
the determinate counsel .. , of God, ye 
have taken . . . crucified and slain.” Here 
is a strange alliance—the decree of God 
and lawless hands! Even the wicked 
work out God’s purposes, despite them- 
selves. 


Verse 24.—“Whom God hath raised up 
. . . not possible that he should be 
holden of it.” While men had a part in 
putting Jesus to death, God wrought 
alone in raising Him from the dead. 
Think of some reasons why it was im- 
possible for Jesus to stay dead. 


Verse 25.—“, . . David speaketh ... 
I foresaw the Lord always before my 
face ... that I should not be moved.” 
Apart from this divinely inspired inter- 
pretation, and apart from the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, one would have thought 
that the psalmist was speaking about 
himself. But where would he come by 
the hope of verses 26, 27? 
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Lesson for April 8 


Verse 26.—“Therefore ... my tongue 
was glad ... my flesh shall rest in hope.” 
Notice how the “glory” of Psalm 16:9 is 
here rendered “tongue.” A’ tongue which 
is loosed to sing the praises of God is a 
glory. What is the reason for this antici- 
pated “rest” in the grave? The next 
verse answers. 

Verse 27—“Because thou wilt not leave 
my soul in hell... corruption.” “Hell” 
here simply means the place of the dead, 


‘as does its counterpart in Psalm 16. Cor- 


ruption has to do with the body. So 
the body of our Lord did not corrupt in 
the grave. 

Verse 28.—‘Thou hast made known to 
me the ways of life .. .” The thought is 
the same as in the psalm, though the 
language is different. We think of the 
path of resurrection and ascension by 
which Jesus climbed till He stood be- 
fore the face of God. 

Verse 29.—". .. David .. . is both dead 
and buried, and his sepulchre is with us 
...” Now comes the argument. David 
could not have written this about him- 
self, unless he were indulging in wild 
dreams, which the Jews would certainly 
not allow. The sepulcher of David was 
mute testimony that these words did not 
apply to him. 

Verse 30.—‘Therefore being a prophet 
... God had sworn ... he would raise 
up Christ to sit on his throne.” Instead 
of a fond dream, this passage was an 
inspired prophecy concerning the royal 
Seed promised by God on His oath to 
David (Psa. 132:11), 

Verse 31.—“. . . spake of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ .. .” They would not deny 
that David was a prophet, so here was 
strong ground. Of whom could this 
prophecy speak, if not the Messiah? The 
resurrection of Christ, then, is no emer- 
gency operation, but a matter of divine 
arrangement, 

Verse 32.—“This Jesus hath God raised 
up, whereof we all are witnesses.” Now 
comes the categorical affirmation, based 
on the evidence of eyewitnesses. 

Verse 33.—‘“Therefore being by the 
right hand of God exalted .. . he hath 
shed forth this .. .” The amazing phe- 
nomena of Pentecost fitted into the 
whole scheme of resurrection. Here was 
demonstration of resurrection life on the 
part of Christ. Some such demonstra- 
tion would be expected. See Psalm 68: 18. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
meant also the resurrection in the hearts 
of the disciples of a hope which had 
died with Him, the hope of the restora- 
tion of the Kingdom to Israel. “We 
trusted,” said one of them, “that it had 
been he which should have redeemed 
Israel” (Luke 24:21). With His death 
theshope had become a thing of the past, 
but with His resurrection it sprang to 
new and more vigorous life, expressing 
itself in the question, “Lord, wilt thou at 
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Last Week's Lesson 
1. April 1.—The Meaning of the Res- 
urrection. (Easter.) Luke 24:1-53 
Next Week’s Lesson 


3. April 15.—The Courage of the Early 
Christians Acts 3 to 5 








this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel?” (Acts 1:6.) Jesus did not deny 
their hope, but He deferred it. Some- 
thing else had to occupy their first at- 
tention, namely, witnessing to His name 
from Jerusalem outward, till the knowl- 
edge of Him should reach the uttermost 
parts of the earth. This, rather than 
some apocalyptic event was to possess 
the mind and the powers of His disci- 
ples, and for the accomplishment of this 
task, He promised no less equipment 
than the Holy Spirit Himself (1:8). 

Ten days after Christ’s parting com- 
mission and promise, the Holy Spirit 
came upon the little company of be- 
lievers in such fashion as to make it 
quite clear to them that the promise 
had been fulfilled, and in such manner, 
too, as made all Jerusalem realize that 
there had been a divine visitation. With 
the whole city agog, some explanation 
of those strange phenomena was re- 
quired, and Peter, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, had the explanation ready. This 
was what the Prophet Joel had predicted 
(Acts 2: 16-21; Joel 2: 28-32). 

Having given his explanation of the 
strange event, basing it directly on the 
prophecies of the Scriptures, Peter went 
on to do what every Spirit-filled man 
will do, preach Jesus Christ; for it is 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. ¢. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT hope did the resurrection of 
Christ revive in the hearts .of the 
disciples? 

2. What is the difference between 
“power” in Acts 1:7 and “power” in 
verse 8? 

3. What is God’s method of empower- 
ing His witnesses? 

4. How long was it between the As- 
cension and Pentecost? 

5. How did‘ Peter begin his great ad- 
dress on the day of Pentecost? 

6. What is characteristic of the mes- 
sage of a man full of the Holy Spirit? 

7. What strange partnership appeared 
in the death of Christ? 

8. What is the meaning of “hell” in 
Acts 2:27? 

9. How does Peter designate Jesus (1) 
at the beginning of his address, (2) at 
the end of his address? 

10. To what evidence did Peter point 
to prove that what David spoke in Psalm 
16 did not apply to himself? 


( Answers on page 246) 
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not the work of the Holy Spirit to pre- 
sent Himself, but to present Christ. 

In presenting the Lord Jesus, then, 
Peter began with “Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man” (v. 22). He finished his state- 
ment by affirming that this same Jésus 
was “both Lord and Christ” (v. 36). That 
seems like a tremendous leap, His argu- 
ment for this remarkable statement re- 
volved around the Resurrection. First, 
he presented a factual argument—the 
facts concerning the life, death, and res- 
urrection of Jesus of Nazareth. The 
second argument was Scriptural. He 
presented Psalm 16 as a prophecy con- 
cerning the resurrection of the Messiah. 
That this Psalm could not refer to David 
was clear, the presence of his sepulcher 
before their very eyes being mute, but 
eloquent, witness. So their Scriptures 
testified that the Christ would die, and 
rise from the dead. Peter’s third argu- 
ment was experiential, Their own senses 
bore witness to a divine visitation, which 
came from none other than this same 
Jesus, now exalted to be “both Lord and 
Christ,” and of whose resurrection they 
were witnesses, having seen Him alive 
with their own eyes. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The Man approved (Acts 2:22) 
2. The Man rejected (v. 23) 
3. The Man raised up (vs. 24-32) 
4. The Man exalted (vs, 33-36) 


Topics for Development. 


The Evidence. Peter, spokesman for 
the group, affirmed that Jesus Christ 
was risen from the dead, alive, and ex- 
alted. That was a tremendous state- 
ment. What did he have to back it up? 
He cou'd say, We saw Him alive, but the 
opposition could answer, You were see- 
ing things. He might argue, The Scrip- 
tures predicted that the Christ wou'd 
rise from the dead. The, opposition 
might answer, That does not prove that 
Jesus is the Christ, for you have not 
convinced us that He is risen from the 
dead. What then did Peter and the 
others have to confirm their statement? 
They had the evidence of divine work- 
ing, divine power, divine life in them- 
selves, They could point to these evi- 
dences and say, “He hath shed forth this, 
which ye now see and hear” (v. 33). 

There is little value in our affirming, 
or even arguing, the resurrection of 
Christ unless there is evidence of a risen 
Christ in our lives. We all love the 
chorus: 

He lives, He lives, 

Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me 

Along life’s narrow way. 

He lives, He lives, salvation to impart! 

You ask me how I know He lives? 

He lives within my heart. 

—A, H, Ackley. 
But if the world is going to know that 
He lives, they must see Him living in 
our lives. Have we the evidences? 


Power. We have already commented 
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on the two kinds of power mentioned in 
the first chapter, verses 7 and 8. In verse 
7 we have the power of supreme author- 
ity forever vested in the Father. In 
verse 8, we have the power of dynamic 
strength, which is bestowed upon us for 
the accomplishing of the divine purpose 
in strengthening the witness to the ends 
of the earth. It should be emphasized, 
however, that power is not bestowed as 
an entity by itself, nor as an end in 
itself. What man has done with fhe 
power given him is evidence enough that 
he is incapable of handling divine power. 
Therefore, what God does is to give us 
His Holy Spirit as an indwelling pres- 
ence, and all the power is vested in Him, 
so that we cannot, if we would, use the 
God-given power in anything other than 
the will of God, nor for any other end 
than the glory of God. 


Practical Applications 

Diligent witnessing is.more pleasing 
to the Lord than prophetic curiosity (1: 
7, 8). 

If you believe in “the holy catholic 
church,” demonstrate it by the part you 
take in “holy catholic witnessing” (1:8). 

Holy Ghost empowered witnessing is 
the only effectual witnessing (1:8). 
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The “determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God” are no justification 
or mitigation of human evil (2:23). 

What demonstration of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ can we present to the 
world? (2:33.) 


Golden Text 

Acts 1:8.—“But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses .. . unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.” This 
is a verse of witness. Notice the theme 
of the witness—Jesus; the extent of the 
witness—to all the world; the dynamic 
of the witness—the Holy Spirit. 

ELmMuurst, ILL. ° 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcesTeD HYMNS 

“Hail, Thou Once. Despised Jesus!” 

“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
“It May Not Be on the Mountain's Height” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for Thy faithful people who have passed 
the Gospel down the generations. We 
thank Thee for the privilege of living 


GREATEST POWER IN THE WORLD! 


“OF. SHALL RECEIVE POWER, wren me HOLY SPIRIT 
1S COME UPON YOU? AND YE SHALL BE MY W/TNESSES? Acrs 38RD) 
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where Christian influence goes back 
over centuries. Lead us into such a sat- 
isfying experience of Christ’s saving 
pewer that we may be impelled to make 
Him known and may do our part to get 
the Gospel to others around us and to 
those far from us. Speed the labors of 
all who live for Christ and souls, and 
bring soon the time when all shall know 
the Lord. Be gracious in Thy dealings 
with the sick and all in any trouble. 
May trial draw uncortverted souls to 
Thee and strengthen those who are 
Thine. Guide the leaders of the nations 
in these perilous times. Restrain them 
from folly and self-seeking, and give 
peace in our time. Forgive us all that 
has marred our lives and help us to use 
our freedom and prosperity, not to 
please ourselves but to serve Thee and 
those in need. Hear us for our Sav- 
iour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—An oft-told legend 
imagines that when our Lord ascended 
back to Heaven, the Angel Gabriel asked 


en ae T0 HIM 
INS OTHERS 

Him what His plans were for getting 
the Gospel to all people. The Saviour 
replied that He had given the meSsage 
to the little band of His followers and 
they would pass it onto others. These 
in turn would pass it on till all would 
know. Then Gabriel asked, “But what 
if they get occupied with other things, 
and fail to pass the good tidings on? 
What other plans have You made?” The 
Lord’s reply was, “I have made no other 
plans.” 

It really is amazing how well this sim- 
ple method worked and how soon Chris- 
tianity spread through the ancient world. 
The Lord had done so much for those 
who knew Him, He meant so much to 
them that they had to tell others of 
Him. I once heard Dr. Howard Taylor 
of the ‘China Inland Mission tell of a 
man he had treated in China. The pa- 
tient recovered and was very grateful 
to the doctor. “Sir,” he said, “I will 
propagate your reputation.” In other 
words, he would tell others of the man 
who had done so much for him. Christ 
left it to His disciples to be witnesses 
to Him, to propagate His reputation by 
telling others what He had done for 
them. Has He done a work of healing 
in your soul? Then make it your busi- 
ness to tell others. Propagate your Sav- 
iour’s reputation and others will turn to 
Him in their need and find Him to be 
all you have said He is. 

Cacary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Please pray for the contributors end 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 








Lesson tor April 8 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Lord, wilt thou .. . restore again the 
kingdom .. , ?” (Acts 1:6.)—The apos- 
tles were Israelites, and fervently na- 
tionalistic. Their deepest craving was 
the fulfillment of the glowing prophecies 
regarding the national restoration of Is- 
rael. The Lord’s death temporarily 
crushed their hopes (Luke 24:21). 

Now they know He is alive. He has 
been with them forty days, and gave 
many infallible proofs of His resurrec- 
tion. He is about to ascend to Heaven, 
and the one thing they want to know 
is whether or not He was-now going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel. 

The Lord did not reprove them for 
believing in the restoration of Israel. 
Their faith in this matter was based on 
the Word of God (Amos 9:11-15). They 
did not question His ability to do it. 
They firmly believed He could and 
would—but when? 

They were not prepared for His an- 
swer: “It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father 
hath put in his own power” (or author- 
ity). r 

It had been better for certain religious 
leaders if they had taken these words 
of the Lord to heart—and refrained from 
setting dates for the Lord’s return— 
whether for His Church or for the res- 
toration of Israel. They only proved 
themselves false prophets, and brought 
the testimony into disrepute by their 
false predictions. 

We are sorry to say that éven today 
there are some otherwise intelligent 
servants of the Lord, who, instead of 
“redeeming the time” for witnessing, 
are seeking to predict the time of the 
Lord’s return. 

One dear brother wrote and asked if 
I would not say I definitely believed the 
Lord would return “in a few years”— 
but I never want to say anything in 
relation to the time of His return—which 
could possibly be interpreted as date- 
setting. ~The Lord may come at any 
moment. All believers should be “wait- 
ing” and “watching” and saying, “Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:17-21). 

“Ye shall be witnesses unto me” (Acts 
1:8).—The coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon them would equip the disciples 
with power to be witnesses to the Lord 
Jesus throughout the world. It has 
often been pointed out that the word 
“witness” has in it the stuff martyrs are 
made of—and it cost numbers of them 
their lives to be His witnesses. 

It costs the same price today in some 
parts of the world. Christians through- 
out the world were stunned recently at 
the tragic news of the massacre of Ed- 
ward McCully, Peter Fleming, Nathaniel 
Saint, James Elliot, and Roger Youda- 
rian—five young witnesses for the Lord 
in Ecuador. 
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It is lamentable that there are persons 
today who style themselves “Witnesses,” 
yet deny the deity and the bodily res- 
urrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
What a striking difference to the early 
witnesses, who with great power gave 
“witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus”! (Acts 4:33.) 


“Ye ... by wicked hands have cruci- 
fied” (Acts 2:23).—In this verse we have 
both the Godward and the manward as- 
pects of the crucifixion of Jesus of Naz- 
areth, a man approved of God by mir- 
acles, and wonders, and signs. God, 
being God, had foreknowledge of the cru- 
cifixion of His Son. God was not taken 
by surprise at what happened to the 
Lord Jesus. In fact, we read of our Lord 
as the “Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world” (Rev. 13:8). The Apostle 
Peter assured those to whom he was 
writing that this unblemished and un- 
spotted Lamb was “foreordained be- 
fore the foundation of the world, but 
was manifest in these last times for 
you.” 

Divine counsel determined that the 
Saviour should be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men (Luke 22:22). But 
this did not relieve man of the guilt of 
crucifying and slaying Him. The man- 
ward aspect of the Cross was cold- 
blooded murder. And Stephen, speaking 
by the Holy Spirit, does not hesitate 
to say to his hearers, “Of whom ye have 
been now the betrayers and murderers” 
(Acts 7:52). 

No one can justly use the foreknowl- 
edge of God as an excuse for failing to 
act on God’s bona fide offer: “Whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life 
freely” (Rev. 22:17). 

A man given to arguing about fore- 
knowledge, predestination, election, fate, 
and decrees, was face to face with death, 
An intelligent Christian at his bedside 
said: “This is the decree you have now 
to do with, ‘He that believeth .. . shall 
be saved; but he that believeth not shall 
be damned.’” 


“For David speaketh concerning him” 
(Acts 2:25).—In the Book of Acts there 
are no less than sixteen sermons or 
addresses; six by Peter, six by Paul, and 
one each by Stephen, James, Ananias, 
and Philip. In this part of our lesson 
we have a portion of Peter's first Gospel 
message. 

After mentioning the fact that God 
had raised Christ up, “having loosed the 
pains of death: because it was not pos- 
sible that he should be holden of it,” 
he quotes passages from the Old Testa- 
ment td prove his point. The Jews would 
recognize no other authority. 

Peter proves that David was not 
speaking of himself in Psalm 16:8-11; 
but being a prophet he spoke of the 
resurrection of Christ. It was Christ's 
body that was to see no corruption—not 
David's. David was dead, and his body 
was buried—his sepulcher was with 
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, them. His body saw corruption; it did 
not aScend to Heaven. But Christ being 
raised, and exalted to the right hand of 
God, sent down the Holy Spirit, as 
promised. 

We are come to “the spirits of just 
men made perfect” (Heb. 12:23).—Da- 
vid’s among them (Heb. 1f:32-40), but 
their bodies await the resurrection of 
the just; but Christ’s body was raised 
from among the dead. He lives in the 
power of an endless life (Rom. 6:9, 10). 
Hallelujah! 

Wawona, CALIF. 


we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, nearly eighty years ago 

France gave a man a large. task. 
The man’s name was De Lesseps, and the 
task was to cut a ditch seventy-two feet 
wide across the Isthmus of\ Panama, to 
unite the two great oceans, Atlantic and 
Pacific. Part of the cutting was to be 
through hills two hundred and fifty feet 
high—eight miles of that. It was a big 
order, and although De Lesseps had the 
resources of a great republic back of 
him, he failed to deliver. Aside from 
the gigantic feat of removing stone and 
earth, there were malaria and yellow 
fever due to the neighboring swamps, 
which killed thousands of laborers, and 
there were theft and bribery in the 
financial] management, which swallowed 
up the money. These handicaps were 
like giants invincible blocking the way 
against success. 

In 1904 the United States tackled that 
same job. General George Goethals 
was sent to Panama, and he put “it 
through. Himself a skillful engineer, 
confident of the success of the enter- 
prise, and with all the resources of 
Uncle Sam back of him, he set to 
work. Surgeon-General William Gorgas 
stamped out yellow fever by draining 
the swamps and eliminating the mos- 
quito, making the Canal Zone practi- 
cally a health resort. 

Thus, with unlimited financial power, 
the latest discoveries of science and in- 
vention, skill, and an ample supply of 
labor, coupled with faith in the plan 
and an unconquerable spirit, the man 
cut through, two oceans came together, 
and the world’s commerce passed back 
and forth in an endless stream. 

It was a big order, nobly executed. 

Yet, fellows, there was an infinitely 
bigger order given to those eleven faith- 
ful, believing men, when our Lord, just 
on the verge of His ascension into 
Heaven, calmly told them, “. . . and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth” 
—infinitely bigger in that it required 
infinitely more power. Jesus furnished 
the power, the disciples furnished the 
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faith and the effort, and the greatest task 
the world has ever known was bravely 
begun. 

There was the malaria of sin in the 
way, and mountains of unbelief; but 
they cut through, and the ocean of God’s 
Tove on one side and the ocean of man’s 
need on the other were united! 


Had you ever thought of it, fellows, 
that every Christian is challenged and 
commissioned to do a big, hard task for 
Jesus? Paul told Timothy, “Thou there- 
fore endure hardness, as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3). The task 
is big and hard because it requires 
Almighty power, but Jesus Himself sup- 
plies that power. Our part is simply 
to throw ourselves into the job. We 
hesitate because we forget that God gives 
no task but that He sees us through, and 
the bigger and harder the job the more 
abundant and free is the supply of 
power. Our part is to proceed. He will 
see that we succeed. We take a step at 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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a time; we go by the blueprint; He 
brings the results. 
A man went down to Panama 
Where many a man has died 
To slit the sliding mountains 
And lift the eternal tide: 
A man stoodeup in Panama, 
And the mountains stood aside. 
—Percy Mackaye. 
That's the poetry of it, fellows, but the 
practical] prose is this: 
A shovel, 
A pick, 
And dig, 
And pray 
And dig—until the task is done. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


LTHOUGH we finished our study of 

the Gospel of Luke last Sunday, 
we are starting another Book, today, 
written by the same Doctor Luke who 
wrote the Gospel, and written to his same 
friend, Theophilus. What was the last 
thing Luke told in his Gospel? (About 
Jesus going up to Heaven, and His dis- 
ciples watching Him go up.) Right. In 
the first nine verses of Acts, Luke re- 
minds his friend Theophilus of our Sav- 
iour’s last instructions to His followers, 
and of His ascension to Heaven. Let us 
read these verses together, for Luke 
wrote by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
not only for Theophilus, but for every- 
one to read, including ourselves, 

How long was Jesus on earth after 
His resurrection? (Forty days.) Right. 
During that time He told His disciples 
what they were to do after He returned 
to Heaven. They were to wait for a 
time at Jerusalem. For whom? (The 
Holy Spirit.) Yes. He told them that 
the Holy Spirit, wheh He came to earth, 
would give them power to witness for 
their Lord. Verse 8 tells where they 
were to witness. They were to begin 
in Jerusalem, as soon as the Holy Spirit 
came. Then they were to spread out 
over the province of Judea, then on into 
what had been the northern kingdom of 
Israel, now called Samaria, and after 
that to go to the uttermost parts of the 
earth. 

Now read verses 10, 11. Has this 
prophecy of the angels been fulfilled 
yet? (No.) But it surely will be ful- 
filled. The Lord Jesus is coming back 
again! He may come very soon. And 
that is one reason why it is so important 
that we witness for Him now. 

Acts 2 tells about the coming of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, 
about ten days after Jesus ascended to 
Heaven. And immediately He did give 
the disciples power to witness, just as 
the Lord Jesus had said. He enabled 
them to speak of Christ in languages 
they had not known before, so that 
Jews from all of the foreign lands, who 
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had gathered in Jerusalem at that time, 
could understand God’s message of sal- 
vation. Read Acts 2:6-8 and see how 
amazed they were at this. Then Peter, 
standing up, explained to the people that 
God had sent His Holy Spirit in fulfill- 
ment of prophecy, and preached the Gos- 
pel to them. Let us read part of his 
sermon, beginning at verse 22 and going 
on down through 33. I believe Peter’s 
courage on this occasion was just as 
much evidence of the power of the Holy 
Spirit as his ability to speak in lan- 
guages he hadn’t learned before, so that 
the foreign Jews could understand. 
Seven weeks before in this same city of 
Jerusalem Peter had denied three times 
that he knew Jesus, for fear of the Jews. 
Now he dares to accuse them of the mur- 
der of Jesus! He says, “Him... ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain.” This was true, but 
what courage it took to come right out 
and say it! His audience might have 
torn him in pieces for daring to accuse 
them of this crime. After that Peter 
went on telling them of the Lord’s res- 
urrection, quoting from the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures to prove that God had 
foretold this. 

The religious leaders had paid big 
money to the soldiers who had watched 
Christ’s tomb, so that they would give 
out the report that His disciples had 
stolen His body while they slept. Now 
one of His disciples is publicly preach- 
ing to everyone “that Christ really did 
rise from the dead! He proves to them 
that their own Old Testament had fore- 
told this, and he says that he and the 
other disciples standing with him that 
morning Were witnesses that Jesus had 
risen. Repeatedly he stressed that this 
same Jesus, whom they had crucified, 
whom God had raised from the dead, 
was now at the right hand of God. It 
was He who had sent the Holy Spirit 
to earth that day, as He had promised 
to do. 

Read the result of Peter’s preaching 
in verse 41. Three thousand saved! 
Wasn't that wonderful! While this was 
the work of the Holy Spirit, it-was also 
the result of Peter’s witnessing that day. 
You and I are to witness for Christ, 
and as we study Acts this quarter, let 
us sed what we can learn from the dis- 
ciples about successful witnessing. 

One thing to notice is what we call 
the approach. That means the way used 
to get attention for the message. On the 
day of Pentecost, Peter began by ex- 
plaining to his audience the meaning 
of the demonstration, about which they 
were all wondering. That was a good 
approach. He started with what they 
were thinking about and the explana- 
tion of it led right into his sermon. As 
we talk with our friends, let us watch 
for opportunities to turn the conversa- 
tion toward the things of the Lord. 

The next thing I notice is that about 
half of Peter’s message consists of direct 
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quotations from the Word of God. We 
need to memorize as Many verses aS we 
can, so that we can use them when wit- 
nessing to our friends. The Holy Spirit 
can bring the right ones into our minds 
for every occasion, if only we have 
learned them. But how can He bring 
to our remembrance what we have never 
learned? ; 

The Holy Spirit is the one who convicts 
people of sin. I believe one of the rea- 
sons it is so hard to win our friends to 
Christ is that they do not believe that 
they are sinners, If we can realize more 
deeply how serious gin is and how cer- 
tain is God’s judgment upon it, we will 
try harder to witness to‘others. So I 
have chosen the card “Sin” for our mem- 
ory work this quarter. Now look at 
the first question, “Where did sin come 
from?” Answer, “By one man sin en- 
tered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). Who 
was that man? (Adam.) Right. Sin 
and death have been linked together 
ever since Adam and Eve brought sin 
. into the world. We'll learn the first half 

of this verse today and then finish it 
next Sunday, if the Lord will. See if 
you can bring some unsaved friend to 
Sunday school next Sunday. We are 
going to have a story which was one of 
the things God used to make me realize 
a little of how terrible sin really is. The 
story, “The Great Plague,” is taken from 
the book, “The Wrong Road.” 





This quarter we are going to use the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “Sin,” for memory work 
(20 cents a dozen), and the accompanying 
book, “The Wrong Road” (50 cents, postpaid). 
These may be ordered from Miss V. D. Gun- 
derson, Box 717, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
wy 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from’ the same address. 
Begin Where You Are!—Ye shall be 

witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea... (Acts'1:8, Golden 
Text). A young man told a bishop of 
his church that his ambition was to be 
a missionary. “Are you saved?” asked 
the bishop. “Yes,” came the reply. 
“Then you are a missionary now,” said 
the bishop. “The field is the world, and 
where you live after you are saved, 
there you have to be a missionary. Don’t 
expect God to make you a missionary 
somewhere else,” he added, “till you 
are a missionary for Him where you 
are."—From Joseph Edwin Harris, in 
The Sunday School ‘Times. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. Prize 
illustration. 


Neglecting the Present.—And he said 
unto them, It is not for you ta know 
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the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power (Acts 
1:7). Many of God’s people are so con- 
cerned about what is going to happen 
in the future, that they neglect the duties 
of the present. Two little girls were 
discussing what their father would bring 
them when he came home from a busi- 
ness trip. Their grandmother, overhear- 
ing them, said: “Girls, didn’t your father 
tell you to weed the garden while he 
was gone? and you have scarcely touched 
it. I’m afraid he isn’t going to be very 
well pleased when he returns to find 
how careless you have been. It’s pleas- 
ant to think of his returning, but you 
want him to be. pleased with you, de 
you not?” So it is with God’s children. 
Let us study about the future, insofar 
as His Word tells us, but let us be very 
sure we are pleasing Him in the present. 
—From a radio sermon. Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


When We See Him.—Moreover also 
my flesh shall rest in hope (Acts 2:26). 
It is related of Jenny Lind that on one 
occasion she went to look on the dead 
face of a dear Christian friend. As she 
looked upon those features, beautiful in 
death, she exclaimed that it was not 
her own friend’s look which was upon 
her face; “it is the expression of An- 
other that has passed into hers.” Since 
the sight of Jesus when the spirit is 
leaving the body can make such an im- 
pression upon it, what will the impres- 
sion be when we see Him face to face? 
—From a sermon by P. W. Philpott, in 
the Moody Church News. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 

Its Real Treasures Secure.—Because 
thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One 
to see corruption (Acts 2:27). During 
the great World War it was announced 
by the news dispatches that the British 
armies operating in Palestine had at last 
captured Jerusalem. But before the 
Turks evacuated the Holy City they 
hastened to the famous tomb of Jesus 
and “robbed it of all its treasures.” When 
I read this remarkable dispatch I smiled 
to myself, for I knew better. The real 
treasures of that broken tomb are se- 
cure. They can nevergbe carried off 
or lost at the hands of pagan raiders of 
unbelief—From The Sunday School 


Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 
Bound by His Promises.—Knowing 


that God had sworn with an oath to him 
(Acts 2:30). “There is no way in which 
God can be conceived to contract a debt 
to His creature but by promise. While 
the Tyrians tied their god Hercules with 
a golden chain that he should not re- 
move, God has tied Himself fast by His 
promises.” What a wonder is this! What 
a hold this gives us upon our faithful 
God! And what a strong incentive we 
thus have to worship and prayer!—From 
H. J. B., in Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
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Go and Tell.—This Jesus hath God 
raised up, whereof we all are witnesses 
(Acts 2:32). A great naturalist, Mr. 
Huber, tells us that if a wasp finds some 
honey or other food it will return to the 
nest and tell the good news to its com- 
panions, who will then go in great num- 
bers to eat the food that has been found. 
Isn’t that a good lesson for us? We have 
found the most wonderful thing in the 
world. Should we be so selfish that we 
do not go and tell others?—From Hi Call, 
Sent by the Rev. Guru Manickam, 
Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


When the Comforter Is Come.—There- 
fore being by the right hand of God ex- 
alted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he, hath 
shed forth this, which ye now see and 
hear (Acts 2:33). When Nansen started 
on his Arctic Expedition he took with 
him a carrier pigeon, strong and fleet 
of wing; and after two years—two years 
in the desolation of the Arctic regions— 
he one day wrote a tiny little message 
and tied it under the pigeon’s wing, and 
let it loose to travel two thousand miles 
to Norway; and oh, what miles! what 
desolation! not a living creature! ice, 
ice, ice, snow, and death. But he took 
the trembling little bird and flung her 
up from the ship, up into the icy cold. 
Three circles she made, and then, 
straight as an arrow she shot south; one 
thousand miles over ice, one thousand 
miles over the frozen wastes of ocean, 
and at last dropped into the lap of the 
explorer’s wife. She knew by the ar- 


_ rival of the bird, that it was all right 


in the dark night of the North. So with 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 
Heavenly Dove, the disciples knew that 
Christ was alive, for His coming and 
His manifest workings were proofs of it. 
—From Evangelical International Sun- 
day School Lessons. Sent by Mrs. Clar- 
ence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
In the Church at Jerusalem 
(Acts 1:12-14; 2:1-4, 14, 38, 41, 42) 

EVIEW the'chart used last week to 

symbolize the Trinity ahd summar- 
ize the work of Christ on earth. The 
children will like to put on the figures 
and explain each. 

You have just told about Christ's 
work. Today we shall think especially 
about the Holy Spirit. You remember 
how He came down upon the Lord Jesus 
at His baptism. From your Bibles find 
what Luke tells us that the Holy Spirit 
did for the Lord Jesus: Luke 4:1 (led 
Him so He knew where to go and. what 
to do); verses 14 15 (gave Him what 
to say in His teaching); verses 18, 19 
(gave Him power to preach the Gospel). 

After the Lord Jesus went back to 
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Heaven, who was to do God’s work on 
earth? Yes, His friends, the Eleven 
and others who believed in Him. (Place 
a group in the earth space to represent 
them.) Now they are called apostles— 
sent out to do His work. 

But would they dare? See what had 
happened to the Lord! Remember how 
Peter and all the rest had run away the 
night the Lord was captured! Remem- 
ber how Peter had been so scared he 
did not dare let the people around the 
fire know he belonged to the Lord, but 
had lied and sworn! Even if they had 
dared, how would they have known 
what to say? Before the Lord left, He 
promised: “Ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye Shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth” (Acts .1:8, Memory 
Verse). : 

After the Lord left, what did the apos- 
tles do? (Acts 1:14.) Ten days later, on 
the great holy day of Pentecost, the 
power come! Because the Holy Spirit 
cannot be seen, being spirit, some signs 
were given to show what was happen- 
ing. It sounded like the wind of a hur- 
ricane all through the house, but there 
was no hurricane! Flames like tongues 
of fire separated and rested on the head 
of each one! The Holy Spirit had come! 
(Bring the Holy Spirit circle down as 
you speak, and place it behind the 
group.) He filled them, and they began 
to speak. Out into the street filled with 
hundreds of strangers from all over the 
world they rushed, full of things to 
say! And 4ll the foreigners heard them 
in their own home languages! News 
spread. Great crowds gathered. What 
had happened? Some said these men 
were drunk. Peter stood up before them 
all and preached his first sermon. Was 
he afraid? How did he know what to 
say? The Holy Spirit gave it all to 
him. He told how the Jesus they had 
killed was God’s own Son, how He was 
alive again, how their sin could be for- 
given, and they, too, would receive this 
Holy Spirit. 

Three thousand believed and were 
baptized that day. They were full of 
joy and love, sharing everything, eating 
together, praying together, praising God, 
and listening to the apostles teach them 
more about the Lord Jesus and the 
Christian life. That was all the work 
of the Holy Spirit in their hearts. 

Probably the Lord will not send you 
power to be a great preacher yet! But 
He will give you power to be loving, 
sharing, and happy. That will make a 
good witness for a boy or girl. Ask 
Him! 

Beginning at Jerusalem—then where? 
(Memory Verse.) A large map showing 
Paul’s journeys, placed on a table, will 
be useful this quarter. Cut a few small 
figures and paste a strip on the back 
of each so they will stand. Place them 
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at Jerusalem, and move over the map 
as the verse is drilled for memoriza- 
tion. 

If you read Acts, chapters 3, 4, 5, you 
will see how the Holy Spirit power 
worked a miracle through Peter, took 
away fear in danger, and gave just what 
to say. 

ORONO, MAINE, 

ve 
For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AY and Esther, ages eight and seven, 
are children of godly parents. They 


‘attended a meeting recently where the 


matter of the salvation of children was 
being discussed. The speaker had said 
that boys and girls could and would 
believe the Gospel and receive the Lord 
Jesus as personal Saviour, if they were 
properly instructed. His mother whis- 
pered to Ray, “Do you believe what she 
is saying?” 

“Yes, I do,” Ray responded. 

“Why do you believe it, Ray?” 

“Because I’m saved,”. was Ray’s imme- 
diate reply. 

His mother, when telling of the con- 
versation later, added, “Spiritua] things 
are very real to Ray.” 

“Because I’m saved.” It is as simple 
as that to the eight-year-old. Oh, dear 
teacher, do pray that the truths you 
teach will be made simple and plain and 
very real to the children! Take extra 
time with the child who does not have 
born-again parents. He needs the spe- 
cial attention you can_ give him. 
(Though, of course, you dare not have 
favorites!) May the Lord give you the 
zeal and the wisdom that you need for 
your tremendous and important task! 





Isn’t it exciting when new things are 
born? Maybe you have had some kit- 
tens born at your house. Weren’t they 
funny little balls of life? Their eyes 








This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 241) 

1. The hope of the restoring of the 
kingdom to Israel (Acts 1:6). 

2. In verse 7 it is “authority,” and in 
verse 8 it is “dynamic strength.” 

3. Bestowing upon them the Holy 
Spirit, in whom the power resides (1:8).« 

4. Ten days. 

5. By explaining the strange phe- 
nomena which accompanied the advent 
of the Spirit (2:14-21). 

6. It is full of Christ (2:22-36). 

7. The counsel of God and the wicked. 
ness of men (2:23). ° 

8. The place of the dead, 

9. (1) A man; (2) Lord and Christ, 

10. The sepulcher of David. 

Et_muurst, ILL, 
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were tight shut and even when they 
finally did get their wobbly legs to hold 
them up, they walked around their little 
box home with. closed eyes. Isn’t it good 
that their mother stayed right close by 
them all the time? If you live on a 
farm, you’ve seen a brand.new baby 
calf. You’ve probably watched his 
mother give him his first bath with her 
great long tongue. And then you have seen 
her push him up with her nose and 
make him stand on his weak, tottering 
legs. Oh, it is exciting when new things 
are born! 

It was exciting when you were born. 
Your mother and daddy doubtless sent 
out little cards to all their friends, tell- 
ing them that you had come to live at 
their house. They were excited and 
pleased and happy, you can be sure! 

Of course you remember how God an- 
nounced it to the people everywhere 
when His Son was born. He sent angels 
to poor shepherds to tell them that He 
had sent His Son to earth. To the Wise 


- Men who knew about stars, He made a 


new star and put it in the sky so that 
they would know that at last His prom- 
ised Son had come. 

After the Lord Jesus had lived and 
died, rose again and then went back to 
Heaven to sit at God’s side (Teacher: 
please mention these things very 
slowly), God sent someone else into the 
world. The Lord Jesus, while He lived, 
had promised that when He left the 
world, God would send someone else to 
be with and to teach each Christian 
(John 14:16, 26; 16:7-15). 

Surely enough, just as the Lord Jesus 
had promised, God’s Holy Spirit did 
come into the world. So that people 
would know that He had been born, God 
announced it in a most unusual way. 
The apostles were all together in one 
place (Acts 2:1). They were all “in one 
accord,” the Bible says. That is, they 
were enjoying being together, because 
all of them agreed about the things they 
were discussing. And suddenly, there 
was the sound of wind blowing, and it 
filled all the house where they were 
sitting. 

Quicker than you can blink an eye, 
tongues appeared. Tongues, not like 
yours, but rather like tongues of fire. 
And those little fire-tongues sat on the 
heads of those in the room. Then the 
people began to speak in different lan- 
guages—languages they did not know 
they could speak. And then, as sud- 
denly as it had come, the tongues left. 
(Not one had been burned, either!) And, 
just as the shepherds and Wise Men had 
known long before that the Son of God 
had been born by’ the special announce- 
ments to them, the apostles knew that 
God’s. Holy Spirit had been born by this 
wonderful announcement. 

The Lord Jesus had instructed His 
followers that they were to tell others 
throughout all the world about Him, 
but that they should wait until the Holy 
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Spirit of God came upon them. Then 
they could know that their preaching 
would be with power (Acts 1:8). And 
surely enough, it was! And ever since 
God’s Holy Spirit tame into the world, 
every Christian can be and should be a 
good witness for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
God's wonderful Holy Spirit makes the 
weakest Christian strong, when he works 
for Him! - 
LANCASTER, PA. 
we 


Fifty Dollars—and Faith 
(Continued from page 239) 


Salvation through the shed blood of 
Christ is taught, and they must be con- 
secrated, born-again young men and 
women, ; 

Perhaps much of the success of the 
Canadian Sunday School Mission is due 
to three phases of its work—summer 
camps, Scripture memorizing contests, 
and correspondence courses which en- 
able the child to continue his Bible 
study after Vacation Bible School or 
camp is ended. Many of these children 
take these correspondence courses, and 
one teen-ager wrote me recently, “The 
correspondence course has been such a 
help to me this winter as it helps me to 
understand my Bible better.” 

In the spring of fifty-four, work on the 
camp grounds began early in May. 
Thanks to Christian friends who are 
really concerned about the spiritual wel- 
fare of the children in our rural areas, 
a road was cut through two miles of 
dense forests to the camp grounds. This 
made it possible fo haul in lumber for 
permanent buildings. A ball field and 
parking lot was cleared for the cars of 
parents and friends who wish to attend 
the evening services or visit the camp 
for the Sunday afternoon service held in 
the tabernacle. 

The camp opened on July 9-11 with an 
adult conference followed by a nine- 
day camp for boys and girls. During 
the months of July and August two hun- 
dred and seventy-six boys and girls 
attended the Ness Lake Bible Camp. 
They were happy days—days that will 
never be forgotten, for God spoke to 
many of those young hearts and many 
responded, giving their lives to Christ 
who died for them. 

During the summer of 1955, the attend- 
ance did not quite reach that of the 
previous year; however, there seemed 
a real desire for a deeper study of God’s 
Word, and some of the boys and girls 
returned for a second or even third 
week at camp. 

Each year, the campers are given an 
opportunity to give to missions, and 
many of them cheerfully deny them- 
selves sweets in order that a portion of 
their spending money may go for this 
purpose. During the five camps held 
this past summer, these boys and girls 
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gave a total of $262.23 for mission work, 
wholly aside from the C.S.S.M. 

And what of these lads and lassies 
after they have left camp? One lad of 
twelve from an unsaved home went 
back and started a prayer meeting 
among boys of his own age. A small 
girl was so thrilled about her salvation 
that she wanted to send an air mail let- 
ter home. She-could not wait to tell 
her mother of her new-found Saviour. 
Two brothers returned home to start a 
Sunday school. The parents, who were 
nominal Christians, came to know Christ 
in a personal way, and the Sunday 
school, which outgrew their home, is 
now held in the schoolhouse. There is 
a Sunday evening service as well as a 
midweek Bible study class in this com- 
munity. 

A father said to Mr. Unrau, “My boy 
is altogether different since he was at 
Bible camp. Had I known it would make 
such a change in him, I would have sent 
him two years ago. 

A young girl told me that she had 
come from a broken home. She said: 
“I know what it is to be kicked around 
and not wanted. I am going to Bible 
School, and then I want to go into prison 
work among women.” 

Full information regarding the camp 
for this coming season may be obtained 
by writing to the Canadian Sunday 
School Mission, 10318 Holly Road, R.R, 3, 
New Westminster, B. C. 


Rei LAKE, B. C., CAN. 
+4 


The Christian Fellowship Party. 
(Continued from page 239) 


fer to the Union Steamships, Ltd., docks 
to board the S.S. Chilcotin, which will 
sail at 8 p.m., Alaska bound. A beau- 
tiful view of the city will be enjoyed 
from the harbor as the Chilcotin slips 
quietly out of the harbor into Georgia 
Strait and the Inside Passage. On the 
return trip, nine days later, the party 
wil] arrive in. Vancouver about 10.30 in 
the morning, Saturday, July 21. After 
lunch at the Hotel Georgia, buses will 
carry the group on an afternoon sight- 
seeing tour of the city, including its 
beautiful parks and gardens. They will 
leave the city at 6.15 p.m. by train, trav- 
eling along the scenic coastline and will 
reach Seattle shortly after 10 o’clock 
that same evening. 

These two delightful experiences will 
be but a part of the 1956 Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour, which originates in Chi- 
cago on Monday, July 2, and returns to 
that point on Wednesday, July 25. Also 
included will be a three-day stay in 
Glacier National and Waterton Lakes 
Parks; a twenty-four hour stopover at 
Paradise Inn, on one of the shoulders 
of Mt. Rainier, Wash.; a visit by motor 
coach’ to Mendenhall] Glacier and Auk 
Lake, two scenic attractions near Juneau, 
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UN A SPARE-TIME 
CARD & GIFT SHOP 
AT HOME 


If you want to earn extra money for your- 
self, your church, your organization, here 
is an easy and friendly way to do it in 
your spare time 4 


NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


We will send samples of our new 1956 all- 









occasion greeting cords and gifts. Show them 
to friends and neighbors—take their orders — 
ond earn up to 100% profit for yourself. 


IT COSTS NOTHING TO START 
Send us your name and address. We will rush o full 
set of actual samples on approval with complete details 
on how to get storted. 


Saba! REGAL GREETING CARD CO. i 
DEPT. $1.14, FERNDALE, MICHIGAN 

















| WITH ASSU. MATERIALS 





Scriptural — stressing the great 
evangelical truths of the Word. 


Teachable — easy-to-teach, interest- 
ing lessons. ‘ \ 


Adaptable — fit the needs and in- 
terest of your pupils. 


@ QUARTERLIES—Primary, Junior, In- 
termediate and Union Quarterly, based on 
International Uniform ons (for young 
people and adults)—each one packed full 
of fascinating stories, illustrations, mem- 
ory work, quiz questions and other fea- 
tures specially suited to each age group. 


@ BIBLE STORIES 
—weekly papers for pre-schoolers and 
primaries—beautitul full-color BibJe pic- 
tures, the Bible stories simply told, 
handwork. 


@ CHRISTIAN YOUTH —attractive, 
new weekly magazine for young people; 
appealing illustrations, puzzles, discussion 
topics, Christian fiction, daily readings 
and many other interest-packed features. 

Special low club rates for quantities 

of 3 or more. FREE sample copies 

to superintendents and teachers. 


We carry a complete line of supplies 
to fill all your Sunday-school needs. 


Write for information and samples to: Dept. S 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

















what BRYAN has done 
for others... 
it can do for YOU 





A university is only as successful 
as the students it graduates. Today, 
successful graduates of William Jennings 
Bryan University occupy positions of trust 
and importance in government, business, 
the professions and the ministry, both at 





More important even than the positions 
they hold, are the lives of Bryan graduates. 
Everywhere, Bryan graduates are outstand- 
ing for their contributions to the intellectual, 
moral and spiritual life of their communities. 
They are known as men and women of 
strong Christian principles and convictions, 
men and women of culture and refinement, 
men and women who live their Christianity. 

You'll spend four of the happiest, ‘most 
memorable years of your life at Bryan! Our 
beautiful hill-top campus — the pleasant, 
invigorating climate of the sunny southland 
— the active, friendly campus life — the 
warm fellowship of other Christian young 
people — the abundant opportunities for 
Christian service and for the development of 
talents and abilities — all these will make 
your college years at Bryan unforgettable, 

What Bryan University has done 
for others, it can do for you! 

Discover all Bryan offers you. 
Write today for a catalog 
and ‘illustrated folder, 


Dr. D. W. Ryther 
Office of the Dean 
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Alaska; and an inland journey by rail 
from Skagway, Alaska, to Lake Bennett 
and Carcross. The nine-day cruise 
aboard the S.S. Chilcotin will include a 
seemingly endless variety of magnificent 
mountain and coastal scenery, and stops 
at such interesting towns as Prince Ru- 
pert, Kitimat, and Butedale, B. C., and 
Ketchikan, Wrangell, Juneau, and Skag- 
way, Alaska, where there will be op- 
portunities to go ashore for sightseeing 
and shopping. 

Throughout the entire trip, members 
of the party will enjoy comfortable train, 
hotel, and steamer accommodations, with 
excellent meals and with relaxation and 
freedom from such travel cares as look- 
ing after baggage, making reservations, 
purchasing tickets, consulting timetables, 
and the like. A competent transporta- 
tion escort, provided by the Northern 
Pacific Railway, will handle these de- 
tails for the group. 

The Associate Editor of THE SuNpDAyY 
ScuHoot Times, Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
who has been with seven earlier Chris- 
tian Fellowship groups will be with this 
year’s party throughout the entire trip. 
An illustrated folder showing the itin- 
erary and giving many other interesting 
details of the tour has been prepared 
and will be mailed, upon request, to 
those who are interested. Please address 
Mr, John W, Lane, Jr., A%sociate Editor, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5. 
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~ Children at Home 
Slave of Christ 


By the late Mabel C. Stewart 


“ ATHRA DAS, slave of the god— 
that shall be his name,” said his 
father. 

The god that Mathra Das’s father and 
mother worshiped was Bala Shah, the 
ugly mud ido] set up in the part of the 
village in India given over to the 
“Chuhras,” or low caste people. 

The village was dirty, the “Chuhras” 
were dirty, their clothes were dirty, for 
the dirty work of the village which no 
one else would do was given to them by 
their higher caste Hindu masters. No 
one could read or write, for no one 
thought he might learn to read or write. 

One day, however, a white man and his 
Indian evangelist visited Mathra Das’s 
village. It was strange enough to see 
a white man, but it was almost as 
strange to see the evangelist, one of 
their own Chuhras, dressed in clean 
clothes, with books in his hand. Every- 
one came running to see what was go- 
ing on. 

“Brothers, -Sisters,” said the white 
man, “we have come to tell you about 
God. Can you spare time to listen as 
we read from His Word?” ‘ 

One of the old men spoke. “We will 
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gladly listen. Read!” he said. 
The evangelist opened a book and 
read: “And there came a leper to him, 
. saying unto him, ff thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean. And Jesus... 
put forth his hand, and touched him, 
. and... immediately ... he was 
cleansed.” 

Mathra Das had never heard of the 
Lord Jesus. But again and again the 
Indian evangelist came and told him and 
his friends more about Him. And one 
day the ugly mud idol was torn down, 
and this group of outcastes became 
Christians, 

“Now he is no longer a ‘slave of the 
god,’” said Mathra Das’s father. “He 
must. be called Das Masih, slave of 
Christ.” 

Das Masih, slave of Christ! That meant 
that everything that Christ Jesus told 
him to do he must do, just as he had to 
obey the farmer for whom he worked. 

That farmer was a hard one to work 
for. 

“Why are you late this morning, 
Worthless One?” he would shout to Das 
Masih. “Hurry up and start the buf- 
falo. Can’t you see my crops are drying 
up?” 

Das Masih was late to work some- 
times. It was hard to get up in the 
morning, especially after the nights 
when the evangelist came to teach the 
Christians, some of whom worked all 
day and could come to a meeting only 
at night. 

How Das Masih loved those meetings! 
As he sat behind the blindfolded buffalo, 
and drove him round and round, to draw 
water from the deep Well to water the 
farmer’s crops, Das Masih would think 
of the stories he had learned about Jesus, 
and of the songs they had all sung to- 
gether. Then, above the creaking water 
wheel, the farmer could hear Das Masih 
sihging: 

Jesus, Lord, Thy holy way 

Teach Thy servant now, I pray, 

Draw my heart to Thee in love, 

Hear me now from Heaven above. 

From the pit so dark and deep 

Thou hast saved, and Thou wilt keep, 

Loving-kindness Thou hast shown; 

To others I will make Thee known. 

How could Das Masih make Jesus 
known to anyone? The farmer only 
laughed, 

“Who is this new God you ‘Chuhras’ 
pray to?” he would ask. “What dark 
pit has He saved you from? You still 
wear the same filthy rags; your houses 


are filthy. Saved you, indeed! Has He 
saved you from starvation? Do you 
have any more to eat? A great God 


that must be!” 

In spite of the farmer’s taunting, how- 
ever, it made Das Masih happy to sing. 
He could then forget that his stomach 
felt empty. He could forget the money- 
lender to whom his father owed money. 

“I know that moneylender is cheating 
us,” Das Masih’s father had said many 
times, “but what can I do? He keeps the 
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account in a book. What good is a book 
to me? I can't read.” 

Today, as Das Masih sang, his heart 
was especially happy. Last night the 
evangelist had brought good news. A 
teacher was coming to Das Masih’s vil- 
lage. There was to be a school for the 
Christians. 

One thing bothered him. 
go to school?” he asked. 
day.” 

The boy’s father was different from 
some of the other fathers. “We'll get 
along somehow,” he said. “You must 
learn to read.” 

It wasn’t much of a school—just a few 
children in rags sitting under a tree by 
the bad-smelling village pond, tracing 
their letters in the dust, because they 
had no slates. 

But Das Masih learned, learned so fast 
that his teacher said to the father, “Das 
Masih should go to the Christian boys’ 
boarding school in the city.” 

“How can I send him there? I am a 
poor man. He will need clothes,” ob- 
jected Das Masih’s father. 

“Yes,” agreed the teacher, “and there 
will. be fees to pay, but we must man- 
age somehow.” 

It was managed, partly through a 
scholarship from Christian people in 
America, for just such promising boys 
and girls. The new school was beyond 
anything Das Masih had dreamed. His 
old clothes were exchanged for two new 
suits, simple cotton shirts hanging out- 
side full cotton trousers, but better than 
anything Das Masih had ever worn. 
There was a brick- schoo] building, and 
a dormitory where the boys slept and 
ate. And food! There was always 
enough food. No longer did Das Masih’s 
Stomach feel empty. 

The day finally came when Das Masih 
feturned to his village home. He stood, 
with his father, before the farmer for 
whom he hdd worked, 

“Is it really you?” asked the farmer. 
“You do not look like a Chuhra.” 

“We are not Chuhras,” replied Das 
Masih. “We are Christians.” 

His father stood straighter. His tur- 
ban was not new, but it was clean, as 
were his plain village clothes. He looked 
proudly at his son. 

“You used to ask me,” Das Masih went 
on, “who our new God was, and what 
dark pit He had saved us from. Now 
I can tell you. Could our old god, Bala 
Shah, have made us look like this—clean 
and respectable? Look at our homes 
now. The teacher’s wife has taught our 
women to keep clean homes. Instead 
of the village pond, we have a well from 
which to draw clean water to drink. We 
have a school, Even our old men and 
women are learning to read. All this 
came about since we learned to know 
Jesus Christ. Best of all, He has taken 
sin from our hearts and made them 
clean. He gave His life for all, that high 


“How can I 
“I work all 
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caste and low might be washed from sin, 
and have eterna] life.” 

“Indeed it is a miracle,” breathed the 
farmer. 

“Now my father and I are going to 
talk, to the moneylender,” Das Masih 
said, as he turned away. 

“I shall show him how well I can 
read,” said the father, pulling a book 
out from the folds of his clothing. 
“Doubtless he, too, will be surprised.” 

As they walked along Das Masih and 
his father sang: 

From. the pit so dark and deep 

Thou hast saved, and Thou wilt keep. 


Loving-kindness Thou hast shown; 
To others I will make Thee known, 


NEw WILMINGTON, Pa. 
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Miss Stewart's Home-Going 


ISS STEWART went to her heavenly 

Home early in the morning of 
October 24, 1955. She had been ill with 
bronchitis at her home in New Wilming- 
ton for some two weeks before her death 
at the Jameson Memorial Hospital, New 
Castle, Pa. She came of a missionary 
family, her mother and father having 
been missionaries in India from 1881 to 
1918; her brother, the Rev. Harris J. 
Stewart, also serving in the Punjab; and 
she herself serving in India from 1915 
to 1922. She was born at Sialkot on 
February 9, 1890. It was only ill health 
that kept her in America after her first 
furlough. Her death was sudden and 
a shock to the family. “But- we know 
she rests now from the burdens she car- 
ried so long,” writes her brother, “and 
that for her to depart and be with Christ 
is very far better. Her going seems to 
have been ordered by the Lord; we 
know of course that it was, and that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God—good for her, and good 
for us who remain.” 

Miss Mabel Stewart began writing for 
THe SunDAY ScHoo.t Times in 1935, and 
110 articles, stories, and one poem have 
thus far been published. The Tres 
still has two other missionary stories 
for children, which will be published in 
coming issues. 
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Preparing for Easter 
in Your Sunday School 


AVE you made plans for the Easter 

service for your Sunday school this 
year? April 1 will be Easter Sunday, 
this year, and the time for preparation 
is short. 

Two different Easter services arranged 
by Mary Brainerd Smith are available 
for your use.. They are: “Doors the 
Risen Christ Opened,” and “The Easter 
Command.” They provide responsive 
Scripture readings for the entire school 
and for departmental groups; recita- 
tions for: various departments; and orig- 
inal Easter hymns set to familiar hymn 













(17) 249 





ss) 











‘missionaries will 
West Africa, Viet 
membodia, New 
her fields, and 
Vital share in 


ent in Alliancé 
this advance 




















eeeeeeadendeeeeee080 
@ send me the Picto-Scale at » 

e © ho obligation. => 

@ Name 

€ 

. Address 

@ City State 


@ The Christian and 
@ Missionary Alliance 

260 West 44th Street 
@ New York 36, New York 


f 
Prreyryyyrrss f 


































250 (18) 


tunes, thus making special rehearsals 
unnecessary. 


These two Easter services are in con- 
venient four-page folder form, and they 
may be had for the entire school at 35 
cents a dozen, or $2.50 a hundred. Sup- 
plies are limited, so mail ‘your orders 
promptly to avoid disappointment. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
stating the number of copies you desire. 





— Christian Greeting Cards— 


FOR SALE and for PERSONAL use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Occasions. 
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sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. Boxed Assortments 
and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonable. 
Write for Catalog List. 
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BIBLE BOOKSTORE FOR SALE . 
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A Chemist and His Bible 
By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Se.D., LL.D. 

A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Light, heat, water, and life in God’s 
creation and the joyous hope of the res- 
urrected body are discussed in the third 
and latest edition of this 48-page booklet. 

Excellent for student gifts. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 8 ® 
2. “Go Tell” 
(Matt. 28:9, 10, 19, 20) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE good news of a risen Saviour 
is news that cannot be kept or hid- 
den. The angels at the tomb told the 
women about the Lord’s resurrection 
(Matt. 28:5-7; Mark 16:5-7; Luke 24:1-7). 
The women, in turn, went to tell the 
disciples the unbelievable news (Matt. 

28:8; Luke 24:9). 

The two disciples, who, on the way to 
Emmaus, met the traveler who later re- 
vealed Himself as the risen Lord, hur- 
ried back to Jerusalem the same night 
to tell the other disciples there (Luke 
24: 33-35). 

The ‘disciples after they had seen the 
Lord Jesus, when He came into their 
midst in the locked room, told Thomas, 
who had not been with them (John 
20:25). 

Later we find Peter telling the great 
crowd that gathered about the disciples 
at Pentecost (Acts 2:23, 24). Still later 
he told the crowd that gathered about 
the Temple (Acts 3:15), and the Sanhe- 
drin that seized him for questioning 
(Acts 4:10). 

We read in Acts 8: 4 that the disciples 
who were scattered abroad by the per- 
secution that arose in Jerusalem went 
everywhere preaching the Word, ie., the 
news of the Lord’s death and resurrec- 
tion. 

Acts 10:34-43 brings us the account of 
Peter telling Cornelius the Good News. 

In Acts 13 we find Paul and Barnabas 
being chosen to go forth on the first 
missionary journey to tel] others about 
Christ, and in Acts 15:36-41 we learn 
that Paul and Silas started out on a 
similar journey. 

And so all through the Book of Acts 
we find the record of one believer after 
another telling others the Good News of 
Christ’s death and resurrection. 


8 


Likewise today, believers, when they 
really get to know the Lord Jesus and 
to see ‘and understand the importance 
of His resurrection and its relation to 
God’s plan of redemption, will find 








A witness for God is one who knows 
God, and simply tells what he knows. 
It requires no elaborate statement, no 
high degree of education., Anybody who 
knows the Word, and knows Christ, and 
knows the Spirit, and, out of a full 
heart, even with a stammering tongue, 
speaks of what he knows, is a witness 


for God.—Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
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themselves unable to keep to them- 
selves the great truth that Christ has 
died for sinners and that He lives again. 
Perhaps the first impulse that most of 
us will feel to tell others the Good News 
will be the sense of joy and gratitude 
welling up in our hearts because of what 
God has done for us. We cannot be con- 
tent until we have shared with others 
the blessing of forgiveness for sin and 
the new life that comes through our 
risen Saviour. 
ye 


Then, as we study God’s Word, we 
realize the awful peril faced by those 
who do not know and receive the Lord 
Jesus as their Saviour. The Bible teaches 
that man cannot see or enter into the 
Kingdom of God except he be born 
again through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ (John 3:3, 5). All mankind is 
destined to perish apart from belief in 
the Lord Jesus (John 3:16). The whole 
world is guilty and inexcusable before 
God (Rom. 2:1 and 3:19), “for all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 


God” (Rom. 3:23), and, “there is none 
righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10). 
pad 


With this realization of the jeopardy 
in which the whole human race stands 
will come the impulse from the glorious 
realization that all who will may be 
saved. God has provided a way of es- 
cape in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and all who will accept Him may have 
eternal life (John 3:16; John 1:12, 13; 
Isa. 53:6; Rom. 5:12-21; 2 Pet. 3:9). 


bd 


Still another impulse to go and tell 
others about the Lord Jesus will come 
from a desire to follow Him as our ex- 
ample. In order to rescue man from his 
lost condition, Christ Jesus laid aside 
that which was rightfully His, and took 
upon Him the form of a servant, and was 
made in our likeness. He became poor 
that we might through His poverty be- 
come rich in the knowledge and love of 
God, and He went to the cross and death 
in order that we might have life (Phil. 
2:5-8). We cannot die for the sins of 
the ‘world, as He did, but we can follow 
Christ’s example in concern for those 
who are alienated from God, and in our 
efforts to make known to them God’s 
way of salvation. 


ve 


Last, but not least, our impulse to go 
and tell others about Christ should ¢ome 
from a desire to obey our Lord’s com- 
mandment and commission. He has not 
merely suggested that it would be desir- 
able if we should go and teach and bap- 
tize and make disciples. He has spe- 
cifically instructed us to do this (Matt. 
28:19,.20). Our obedience includes actu- 


ally going, if we can, and if He so leads; 
or praying and giving if we cannot go" 
in person. 

Notice the four “alls” that accompany 
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this commandment. Christ assures us 
that He has been given “all power” in 
Heaven and in earth, and He promises 
that His disciples will receive power to 
be His witnesses (Acts 1:8). There is 
no limit upon the authority and the en- 
abling with which we are to go and tell. 

Then, we are to go and teach “all 
nations” (v, 19). The whole, wide world 
is our mission field—the one who sits 
beside us at school, or who works be- 
side us in the office or shop just as much 
as those in foreign lands. 

We are to teach “all things” that the 
Lord has commanded us. The whole of 
the Scriptures is to be our textbook as 
we go forth to witness for Him. 

And for all of this we have His prom- 
ise that He will be with us “all the days” 
(v. 20, A.S.V., marg.). We do not go 
forth alone, but with the authority and 
the abiding presence of the One who 
loved us and gave Himself for us and 
who longs that al] should come to re- 
pentance. With that authority and com- 
panionship, dare we refuse to “go tell”? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoel Lesson Committee. 


April 2 to 8 





Mon.—Luke 24:44-49. Waiting for Power. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Tarry ye in... 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high.” The Lord’s prom- 
ise of power for Christian life and wit- 
ness was “cashed in” by His disciples at 
Pentecost. All believers need the en- 
duement of power from on high for ef- 
fective witness and work for Christ. 
Human wisdom and ability are utterly 
inadequate for work and witness requir- 
ing the power of the Spirit of God. No 
numbers of the finite can equal the in- 
finite. The immense work to be done 
for souls can only be accomplished 
through vessels meet for the Master’s 
use, under the leading and attending 
ministry of the Spirit of God. Are you 
filled with the Spirit? Pray for Italy. 


Tues.—Joel 2:28-32; Acts 1:8. 
Promise of Power. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In those days 
will I pour out my spirit.” “Ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you.” The divine work 
of evangelism must be done by a divine 
person, through prepared human instru- 
mentalities. The success of Gospel work 
is assured only when it is effected by 
the Spirit of God. Few seem to realize 
the absolute necessity for the work of 
the Holy ost in Christian work, 
judged by the lack of conviction of sin, 
and the graces of the Spirit. Gospel suc- 
cess is only and always “by my spirit.” 
Pray for Portugal. 


Wed.—John 14:15-21. The Comforter. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Another Com- 
forter, that he may abide with you for 
ever.” “The Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost,” whom the Father sent in 
the name of Christ, is to be our ever- 
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present friend in all the experiences of 
our pilgrimage. : 
Ever-present, truest Friend; 
Ever near, Thine aid to lend, 
Do you know Him as the Spirit of burn- 
ing, of counsel, and of might? Do you 
rely upon Him in the reading and pres- 
entation of His holy Word? Do you 
recognize yourself to be the temple of 
the Holy Ghost? Does He lead you, and 
instruct you, and use you? Pray for 
Spain. 


Thurs.—Acts 2:1-12. 
How the Spirit Came. 
PRAYER Succestions: “And suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven as of 
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tunes, thus making special rehearsals 
unnecessary. 

These two Easter services are in con- 
venient four-page folder form, and they 
may be had for the entire school at 35 
cents a dozen, or $2.50 a hundred. Sup- 
plies are limited, so mail your orders 
promptly to avoid disappointment. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
stating the number of copies you desire. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 8 
2. “Go Tell” 
(Matt. -28:9, 10, 19, 20) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE good news of a risen Saviour 
is news that cannot be kept or hid- 
den. The angels at the tomb told the 
women about the Lord’s resurrection 
(Matt. 28:5-7; Mark 16:5-7; Luke 24:1-7). 
The women, in turn, went to tell the 
disciples the unbelievable news (Matt. 
28:8; Luke 24:9). 

The two disciples, who, on the way to 
Emmaus, met the traveler who later re- 
vealed Himself as the risen Lord, hur- 
ried back to Jerusalem the same night 
to tell the other disciples there (Luke 
24: 33-35). 

The ‘disciples after they had seen the 
Lord Jesus, when He came into their 
midst in the locked room, told Thomas, 
who had not been with them (John 
20: 25). 

Later we find Peter telling the great 
crowd that gathered about the disciples 
at Pentecost (Acts 2:23, 24). Still later 
he told the crowd that gathered about 
the Temple (Acts 3:15), and the Sanhe- 
drin that seized him for questioning 
(Acts 4:10). 

We read in Acts 8: 4 that the disciples 
who were scattered abroad by the per- 
secution that arose in Jerusalem went 
everywhere preaching the Word, i.e., the 
news of the Lord’s death and resurrec- 
tion. 

Acts 10:34-43 brings us the account of 
Peter telling Cornelius the Good News. 

In Acts 13 we find Paul and Barnabas 
being chosen to go forth on the first 
missionary journey to tel] others about 
Christ, and in Acts 15:36-41 we learn 
that Paul and Silas started out on a 
similar journey. 

And so al] through the Book of Acts 
we find the record of one believer after 
another telling others the Good News of 
Christ’s death and resurrection. 


bd 


Likewise today, believers, when they 
really get to know the Lord Jesus and 
to see ‘and understand the importance 
of His resurrection and its relation to 
God’s plan of redemption, will find 








A witness for God is one who knows 
God, and simply tells what he knows. 
It requires no elaborate statement, no 
high degree of education., Anybody who 
knows the Word, and knows Christ, and 
knows the Spirit, and, out of a full 
heart, even with a stammering tongue, 
speaks of what he knows, is a witness 
for God.—Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
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themselves unable to keep to them- 
selves the great truth that Christ has 
died for sinners and that He lives again. 
Perhaps the first impulse that most of 
us will feel to tell others the Good News 
will be the sense of joy and gratitude 
welling up in our hearts because of what 
God has done for us. We cannot be con- 
tent until we have shared with others 
the blessing of forgiveness for sin and 
the new life that comes through our 
risen Saviour. 
se 


Then, as we study God’s Word, we 
realize the awful peril faced by those 
who do not know and receive the Lord 
Jesus as their Saviour, The Bible teaches 
that man cannot see or enter into the 
Kingdom of God except he be born 
again through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ (John 3:3, 5). All mankind is 
destined to perish apart from belief in 
the Lord Jesus (John 3:16). The whole 
world is guilty and inexcusable before 
God (Rom. 2:1 and 3:19), “for all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 


God” (Rom. 3:23), and, “there is none 
righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10). 
ad 


With this realization of the jeopardy 
in which the whole human race stands 
will come the impulse from the glorious 
realization that all who will may be 
saved. God has provided a way of es- 
cape in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and all who will accept Him may have 
eternal life (John 3:16; John 1:12, 13; 
Isa. 53:6; Rom. 5:12-21; 2 Pet. 3:9). 


#2 


Still another impulse to go and tell 
others about the Lord Jesus will come 
from a desire to follow Him as our ex- 
ample. In order to rescue man from his 
lost condition, Christ Jesus laid aside 
that which was rightfully His, and took 
upon Him the form of a servant, and was 
made in our likeness. He became poor 
that we might through His poverty be- 
come rich in the knowledge and love of 
God, and He went to the cross and death 
in order that we might have life (Phil. 
2:5-8). We cannot die for the sins of 
the world, as He did, but we can follow 
Christ’s example in concern for those 
who are alienated from God, and in our 
efforts to make known to them God's 
way of salvation. 


we 


Last, but not least, our impulse to go 
and tell others about Christ should ¢ome 
from a desire to obey our Lord’s com- 
mandment and commission. He has not 
merely suggested that it would be desir- 
able if we should go and teach and bap- 
tize and make disciples. He has spe- 
cifically instructed us to do this (Matt. 
28:19,.20). Our obedience includes actu- 
ally going, if we can, and if He so leads; 
or praying and giving if we cannot go 
in person. 

Notice the four “alls” that accompany 
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this commandment. Christ assures us 
that He has been given “all power” in 
Heaven and in earth, and He promises 
that His disciples will receive power to 
be His witnesses (Acts 1:8). There is 
no limit upon the authority and the en- 
abling with which we are to go and tell. 

Then, we are to go and teach “all 
nations” (v, 19). The whole, wide world 
is our mission field—the one who sits 
beside us at school, or who works be- 
Side us in the office or shop just as much 
as those in foreign lands. 

We are to teach “all things” that the 
Lord has commanded us. The whole of 
the Scriptures is to be our textbook as 
we go forth to witness for Him. 

And for all of this we have His prom- 
ise that He will be with us “all the days” 
(v. 20, A.S.V., marg.). We do not go 
forth alone, but with the authority and 
the abiding presence of the One who 
loved us and gave Himself for us and 
who longs that al] should come to re- 
pentance. With that authority and com- 
panionship, dare we refuse to “go tell”? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoel Lesson Committee. 


April 2 to 8 


Mon.—Luke 24:44-49. Waiting for Power. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Tarry ye in... 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high.” The Lord’s prom- 
ise of power for Christian life and wit- 
ness was “cashed in” by His disciples at 
Pentecost. All believers need the en- 
duement of power from on high for ef- 
fective witness and work for Christ. 
Human wisdom and ability are utterly 
inadequate for work and witness requir- 
ing the power of the Spirit of God. No 
numbers of the finite can equal the in- 
finite. The immense work to be done 
for souls can only be accomplished 
through vessels meet for the Master’s 
use, under the leading and attending 
ministry of the Spirit of God. Are you 
filled with the Spirit? Pray for Italy. 


Tues.—Joel 2:28-32; Acts 1:8. 
Promise of Power. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In those days 
will I pour out my spirit.” “Ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you.” The divine work 
of evangelism must be done by a divine 
person, through prepared human instru- 
mentalities. The success of Gospel work 
is assured only when it is effected by 
the Spirit of God. Few seem to realize 
the absolute necessity for the work of 
the Holy ost in Christian work, 
judged by the lack of conviction of sin, 
and the graces of the Spirit. Gospel suc- 
cess is only and always “by my spirit.” 
Pray for Portugal. 


Wed.—John 14:15-21. The Comforter. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Another Com- 
forter, that he may abide with you for 
ever.” “The Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost,” whom the Father sent in 
the name of Christ, is to be our ever- 
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present friend in all the experiences of 
our pilgrimage. : 
Ever-present, truest Friend; 
Ever near, Thine aid to lend, 
Do you know Him as the Spirit of burn- 
ing, of counsel, and of might? Do you 
rely upon Him in the reading and pres- 
entation of His holy Word? Do you 
recognize yourself to be the temple of 
the Holy Ghost? Does He lead you, and 
instruct you, and use you? Pray for 
Spain. 
Thurs.—Acts 2:1-12. 
How the Spirit Came. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “And suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven as of 
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a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them.” When the Spirit took up the 
Prophet Ezekie] (3:12), he heard behind 
him “a voice of a great rushing, saying, 
Blessed be the glory of the Lord from 
his place.” Wherever the Spirit works 
among the people of God there is power 
and glory. “Glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus” (Eph, 3:21), by the Spirit’s 
presence in Pentecostal power, is the 
need of the hour. Pray for Belgium. 


Fri.—John 15:22-27; Luke 4:18. 
Who the Spirit Is. 
PrayER Succestions: “The Comforter 
. whom I will send unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he 
shall testify of me.” The way the names 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit are hinked together is intended 
to keep before us the coequality of first, 
second, and third persons of the blessed 
Trinity. In the baptismal formula, and 
in Christian benedictions, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit are inseparable. 
The Father is God, the Son is God, and 
the Spirit is God, and as Dr. Torrey 
reminded us, “There is no jealousy in 
the Godhead.” The Christian worships 
one God in three persons. Pray for 

Japan, 


Sat.—John 16:8-11. What the Spirit Does. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIoNs: “He shall glorify 
me: for he shall receive of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you” (v. 14). This 
is the main ministry of the Spirit of 
God. His other work is stated in verses 
7-13. We know that the Spirit is pres- 
ent in our assemblies when He accom- 
plishes the ministries listed above. In 
these days when we have greater promi- 
nence given to men who profess to be 
working for God, do we not need to 
pray more than ever that God, by the 
Holy Ghost, will do His glorious office ‘ 
work in our assemblies? Pray for Fin- 
land. 


Sun.—Acts 2:41-47. 
The Church Begins, 

PRaYER Succestions: “They that 
gladly received his word were bap- 
tized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thou- 
sand souls.” The Lord promised to 
“build” His Church, and here we see # 
His glorious workmanship. “Theg 
foundation of God standeth sure” (20 
Tim, 2:19). And we may add, “The, 2 
Lord knoweth them that are his”; andre ag 
the proof of membership in the Body% wu 
of Christ, to others, appears in ours, 7 Oz 
departure “from iniquity.” Let all 
pray that the Lord, in our time, will 
make His church, like “a lamp of 
burnished gold, to bear before the 
nations the true light as of old” 
(Bishop William W. How). Pray for 
Holland. 
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